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Stranger at Bromley, England 


True of 1956: A Story That Will Stimulate 


WHAT IMPRESSION would our new 
missions in England make on you if 
you, a Lutheran from another land, 
visited Bromley, were given a broom 
to sweep up the floor, asked to help 
carry the portable altar furniture down 
a flight of stairs to a boxing ring turned 
Sunday school chapel, and then, be- 
cause of the shortage of teachers, were 
asked without warning to take a class — 
and a class of children in such form 
as only London cockneys can attain? 


With what kind of impression would 
you go away if, three hours later, you 
helped to transform what had been 
a badminton court in a big hall into 
a church, clearing away empty teacups, 
setting up the altar, arranging the 
chairs, and then in an audience of 
25 women and children found that you 
were the only man and therefore asked 
by the pastor to take the offering? 


A STRANGER thus visited and thus 
experienced Bromley a few Sundays 
ago. Bromley is the weakest of our 
new missions, and that Sunday was its 
weakest service. It was quiet and rey- 
erent — thank God for that! — but that 
was about all. 

With great misgivings the mission 
pastor took the stranger back fourteen 
miles to his hotel in London after the 
service, explaining and apologizing as 
they drove that Bromley was a most 
difficult field, that it was the only one 
of our new missions in Great Britain 
that was moving so_ slowly, that, 
etc.; etc: 


THE NEXT EVENING the stranger at- 
tended a meeting of Lutheran Agencies 
and, at the closing, asked for the floor. 
He was himself a member of a sub- 
urban New York mission congregation. 
They, too, had their problems. “I wish 
we had a hall like the one you use at 
Bromley,” he said. His congregation 
were now building their own church 
and school. But in order to do this, the 
130 members had to assume a debt of 
$135,000. 

“Over $1,000, or £350, per mem- 
ber!” thought those who listened. 

“But it’s our Saviour we're doing 
this for! And so,” he concluded, “what 
you're doing at Bromley is for Him 
and through, Him. Jesus died for those 
children. You will need a church there 
and in other places. Let me help. 
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REV. E. GEO. PEARCE, righ 
stalled Rev. John Sims on April 
missionary of the Bromley-Petts’ 
field in SE London. London-born 
tor Sims spent most of his chila 
in Hong Kong. Before the Jape 
invasion he fled with his mothe 
Australia, where he became inter 
in the Lutheran Church and event 
graduated from Concordia Col 
Adelaide. 


I would like to leave this for : 
Church Extension Fund.” And 
that, he handed over a cheque} 


One Thousand Pounds Sterling. 


JESUS VISITED BROMLEY that 
day — in the love He gave to onl 
His followers. He visited us — to . 
our flagging faith, to stiffen our bj 
to meet difficulty, and to teach us 
the souls of a few children are V 
all our heartaches and more, to st 
late our love and to say: “Go, and 
thou likewise.” — The British Luth 


Building 


Mere natural man in love or hate — 
Builds a city grand and great, 
Yet, though its name. be spread 
Its fame reach to the*highest star 
A few short years will come and g 
And it must fall, like Jericho. 


O come, ye Christians, set your gé 
To win a poor, undying soul, 
That it may build on Christ, the 
And thus withstand e’en death’s 
shock! 
A soul led unto Christ, Most High 
That it may LIVE and never die? 


_MartTIN Lal 
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Cornelius, Oreg. 


on Weeks Schedule 
nclude Hawaii 


od’s six congregations and mis- 
ations in the Territory of Hawaii 
conduct a Preaching-Teaching- 
ing mission week in October. It 
the first time that congregations 
od outside North America have 
red such an effort. The church 
| its mission in Hawaii in 1945. 
ar, 892 congregations in North 
sa have participated in mission 
The present listing of scheduled 
nissions calls for 47 through the 
1958, reported Rev. Oswald A. 
, Secretary of Evangelism. 
rst attempt will be made to or- 
a District-wide evangelism effort 
lowa West will engage in a pro- 
yf outreach in October 1958. The 
t has 158 churches. 

Lutheran churches in Lincoln, 
one of the first areas to sponsor 
¢-long mission in January 1956, 
ld their second joint evangelism 
September 29 to October 3, 1957. 


msin Synod Averts 
< with Missouri 


a 77—61 vote the Wisconsin 
rejected a proposal to sever re- 
with the Missouri Synod, accord- 
the Milwaukee Journal. 

floor committee on union had 
nended the action to the conven- 
the Wisconsin Synod, which met 
vy Ulm, Minn., August 7—14. 


TION. BIBLE SCHOOL of Concordia Lutheran 
San Antonio, Tex., had an enrollment of 546 chil- 

vith an average attendance of 500. 

iff of 95 leaders, teachers, and helpers was under the 

ision of Dean Dammann, principal of the congrega- 
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In protest against the decision of 
the church body, three officials later 
announced their resignations. 

Prof. Edmund Reim resigned as pres- 
ident of the synod’s only theological 
seminary, located in Thiensville. He 
also resigned from the synod. 

The president of the synod’s North- 
west District (including Washington, 
Oregon, and the western part of Idaho), 
Rev. M. J. Witt, Spokane, Wash., re- 
signed from the synod. 

Rev. Paul Albrecht, Bowdle, S. Dak., 
president of the Dakota-Montana Dis- 
trict, resigned from the synod’s com- 
mittee on union. 

The charge of religious “unionism” 
(joint worship and work of those not 
united in doctrine) was brought against 
the Missouri Synod in regard to mil- 
itary chaplaincy, scouting, and prayer 
fellowship. 

Both synods are members of the 
Synodical Conference. 


Oklahoma Pastor Teaches 
Religion at A & M College 


Rey. Harlan C. Wendler, 35, pastor 
of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Mi- 
ami, Okla., has been appointed to teach 
religion at Northeastern Agricultural 
and Mechanical College in Miami. 

His teaching assignment will be in 


addition to his campus and parish 


ministries. 

Dr. Bruce Carter, president of North- 
eastern A & M College, appointed Pas- 
tor Wendler to teach a two-hour credit 


tion’s day school. 
under the trees. 
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course in Introduction to the Old Testa- 
ment, to be followed in the second 


semester by Introduction to the New — 


Testament. 


NLPTL Convention 
Votes to Expand Program 


Members of the National Lutheran 
Parent-Teacher League, convening in 
River Forest, Ill., August 4 to 6, voted 
to expand the scheduling of area work- 
shops throughout the country. 

Patterned after the program of the 
1957 national convention, one-day con- 
ferences of local Lutheran Parent- 
Teacher Leagues with Sunday School 
Parent-Teacher Leagues will participate 
in religious programs, workshops on 
education, recreation, and books. 

The joint banquet of the NLPTL and 
the Lutheran Education Association 
members drew an attendance of 432. 

New Officers of the NLPTL Council 
are: President, Frank Sorgatz, Saginaw, 
Mich.; second vice-president, Mrs. 
Myrtle Zunker, Wauwatosa, Wis.; pas- 
toral adviser, Rev. Erwin J. Kolb, Be- 
thalto, Ill. Treasurer Howard Swacina 
was re-elected. 

Remaining on the NLPTL Council 
are Arthur M. Fenker, first vice-presi- 
dent; Mrs. Lucille Klaas, secretary; 
Walter H. Hartkopf, teacher represent- 
ative; Rev. Paul J. Roeder, Lutheran 
Education representative; Dr. Oscar E. 
Feucht, Family Life Committee repre- 
sentative; Rev. A. J. Bueltmann, editor 
of Nurture and public-relations director. 


ates Sie ee 5 : 
SAN ANTONIO ws 


Many classes met around picnic tables 


At the closing exercises of the two-week VBS on the eve- 
ning of August 9, an audience of 800 saw various classes 
present the program. Rev. Guido Merkens is the pastor. 
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CAPITAL GAZETTE PRESS 


i Miami Oe 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, serving the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapo 
was dedicated June 2. A mission in 1954, the church has 117 comm 
CAPITAL GAZETTE PRESS The attendance in the new church has doubled that of a year ago. 


wi | Mee, :  r—“‘i_CC 
j The 80 midshipmen who worshiped at St. Paul’s constituted the At Redeemer Lutheran Church, Balboa, Pag 
iC “Church Party” that presented flags as a memorial to the new Canal Zone: Miss Caroline Zirkman (left), 
church for the Class of 1957 at the Midshipmen Farewell Ban- Robert F. Gussick, and Miss Jayne Truckei 
quet, which the congregation held on May 31. See page 5. . 


L. to r.: Rev. Arlo J. Nau, pastor; Rev. Walter E. Kraemer of the Armed Services 
Commission, banquet speaker; Mid. Russell Blatt of Reading, Pa.; and Mid. Gene 
Paasch of Clinton, lowa. 


Eight adults were baptized or confirmed at the Lutheran Service Center in Tachikawa, Japan, by Serv- 
ice Pastor Milford C. Brelje, June 30. A U.S. Air Base is at Tachikawa, only 25 miles from Tokyo. 


NEWS OF THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD 


1 Zone Convert 
Scholarship 


s Caroline Zirkman, whom Rev. 
t F. Gussick of Redeemer Lu- 
Church, Balboa, Panama Canal 
confirmed in June, won _ the 
ider Hamilton Commemorative 
tship contest in the Zone high 
s. The $1,000 scholarship enables 
attend any college of her choice. 
represented the Canal Zone at 
merican Students’ Constitutional 
ntion, held in Philadelphia in 
With a partner she also repre- 
the Girl Scouts of the Canal 
n a meeting at Toronto, Canada. 
> came of her own free will to 
mer Church,” Pastor Gussick 
the WITNEss, “for her parents 
ed to the Union Church. Her 
: she found no substance in the 
S. 
> has now brought along with 
> rest of her family. Her mother 
nfirmed also in June. Her brother 
the senior confirmation class 
ll. Her father attends church 
ly. 
the fall she wants to get into 
nday school. With her vim and 
we hope to get some youth work 


is now a senior in Balboa High 


; Jayne Truckenport of Gethsem- 
atheran Church, Buffalo, N. Y., 
sd the University of Panama as 
hange student. “She teaches in 
inday school,” Pastor Gussick 
in July. 

sterday she brought her Pana- 
1 foster father (she lives in 
> in Panama City) to adult Bible 
ind to the service. She is also 
ive missionary,’ Pastor Gussick 


Truckenport was recently named 
of the freshman class at the 
sity of Panama. 


1er’s Family Gives 
| to the Church 


t. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Au- 
L, Paul C. Streufert, 81, who 
in 1951 after teaching 54 years 
eran schools, still keeps busy 
¢ shut-ins and invalids of the 
vation — off and on,” he writes. 
Iped out” in teaching two more 
St. Paul’s. From 1897 to 1906 
zht at St. Mark’s, Chicago, and 
1906 to 1942 at Zion, Hins- 


wife, the former Emma Wolken- 
77, is the mother of 11 children, 


BER 10, 1957. 
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of whom seven are living. The parents 
celebrated their golden wedding on 
August 8, 1950. 

The oldest son, Paul, is President of 
the Southern District and pastor of Our 
Savior Church, New Orleans. 

Albert teaches at Bethlehem School, 
St. Louis; Carl, at St. Paul’s School, 
Janesville, Wis. John is a machinist. 

Of the Streufert daughters, Elsa is 
the wife of Teacher Alfred R. Manske, 
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne; Lydia, the wife 
of Teacher Arlon W. Rueter, Saint 


Teacher and Mrs. P. C. Streufert 


Stephen’s, St. Louis; and Selma, the 
wife of Missionary James W. Mayer, 
now on furlough from his station in 
Ambur, South India. 

There are 31 grandchildren and three 
great grandchildren. At the end of the 
questionnaire which the WITNESS sent 
to Teacher Paul C. Streufert, he added: 
“Blessed be the Lord. ... There hath 
not failed one word of all His good 
promise.” (1 Kings 8:56) 


Crosby Hits Low Moral 
Caliber of Popular Songs 


In an open letter, singing star Bing 


Crosby, a Roman Catholic, told Sen. 
Warren G. Magnuson (D.-Wash.), 
chairman of the Senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committee, that Congressional 
hearings should be called to investigate 
the low quality and moral character of 
much of today’s popular music. 

The work of 4,000 reputable song- 
writers is virtually barred from the air, 
he said, because they sell their music 
through the American Society of 
Composers, Authors, and Publishers 
(ASCAP), rather than through Broad- 
cast Music, Inc. (BMI), a co-operative 
of 2,000 music publishers, with majority 
control owned by the major networks. 

“It galls me exceedingly to see so 
much trash on our airlanes and TV 
screens,’ Mr. Crosby said. ‘What 
evokes even deeper concern is the moral 
quality and character of the material.” 
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“The state of this stuff is surely not 
accidental, attributable to a_ radical 
change in public taste, nor to a sud- 
den, unanimous failure of talent among 
established songwriters. I think it is 
a result of pressure exerted by BMI,” 
wrote Mr. Crosby. 


Western Walther Leaguers 
Travel to Become 
Acquainted with Synod 


Sixteen Walther Leaguers chartered 
a bus and traveled 3,400 miles this 
summer to become better acquainted 
with Synod. 

Eight boys and eight girls, accom- 
panied by two adult counselors, left 
Salt Lake City, Utah, August 9, for 
the Walther League convention in Still- 
water, Okla. 

After the convention these Leaguers 
“detoured” to St. Louis, where they 
spent three days visiting the Lutheran 
Building, Concordia Seminary, Concor- 
dia Publishing House, and some of the 
larger congregations. 

Fifteen of the group are members 
of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Salt 
Lake City, which at present has no 
pastor. This vacancy made the youths 
aware of Synod’s shortage of ministerial 
candidates. Three of the girls came 
from congregations in Idaho. 

“A field trip like this one provides 
the Holy Spirit an added opportunity to 
give young people a vision of the pos- 
sibilities for service in the church. One 
of the boys,” a counselor said, “stated 
after seeing the Seminary that he would 
like to prepare for the ministry. Several 
of the girls indicated a definite interest 
in full-time church service.” 

“We work and worship in such small 
numbers in Salt Lake City that we find 
it quite inspirational to see that there 
are many Lutherans throughout the 
U.S.,” the co-counselor commented. 


“Christian Herald” Reports 
Record Advertising Volume 


Dollar volume of advertising in the 
September issue of Christian Herald 
totals more than $100,000, the largest 
monthly amount in the 79-year history 
of the magazine. 

Clip Boutell, advertising manager of 
the interdenominational monthly, said 
that the record reflects the recognition 
by national advertisers of the growing 
importance of the religious market. 
This is a “direct result of the increasing 
religious awareness in the U.S.” Chris- 
tian Herald, edited by Dr. Daniel A. 
Poling, has a circulation of 431,082. 
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Briefly Told 


@ A layman in Niagara Falls with 
no son of his own to dedicate to the 
Lord’s service has offered to pay for 
the theological education of Raymond 
Main of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Lockport, N. Y. The parish paper, 
which refers to the student as “a gifted 
young man,” said “both the donor and 
the recipient are to be congratulated.” 


@ ‘In 10 years most colleges will 
double present enrolJments. 8.9 million 
young people are now of college age. 
In 1967 the number will be 13.7 million. 
Thirty-six per cent of college-age youths 
now seek admission. In 1967, 46 per 
cent will do so. The rise from 250,000 
students in 1900 to 3.2 million today, 


_ 6.3 million in 1967, and nine million 


by 1975 presents a mounting crisis. Up 
to 52,000 Synodical Conference stu- 
dents will be on campuses in 1965,” 
reports Terse, published by Synod’s 
Commission on College and University 
Work. This fall approximately 37,000 
Synodical Conference students will be 
on campuses. 


@ Lois Zabel Banke, Gamma Deltan 
at the U. of Texas, was pianist for the 
Houston Symphony Orchestra, under 
the direction of Leopold Stokowski. 


MINNEAPOLIS MORNING TRIBUNE 


Mrs. Martin Norstad 


@ The widow of an Evangelical Lu- 
theran pastor, Mrs. Martin Norstad, 
was named Minnesota’s “Mother of the 
Year.” She was chosen for “the char- 
acter and achievement of her children” 
and her “courage, cheerfulness, pa- 
tience, affection, kindness, understand- 
ing, and home-making ability.” 

She is the mother of General Lauris 
Norstad, Supreme Commander of the 


Lutheran Education Week 


September 29 
to October 5 


ARTHUR L. MILLER 


Executive Secretary 
Board for Parish Education 


Is your congregation observing Lu- 
theran Education Week? Let us con- 
sider several questions related to this 
annual Synodwide event. What is Lu- 
theran Education Week? What is its 
value? 

This year marks the 14th annual ob- 
servance of Lutheran Education Week. 
The time set for the observance is from 
September 29 to October 5. The week 
serves as an annual occasion for our 
congregations to give emphasis, pub- 
licity, and promotion to the total pro- 
gram of Christian education in the 
local congregation. 

The educational program of the con- 
gregation is one of its basic concerns. 
Lutheran Education Week affords occa- 
sion for the entire congregation to take 
note of the provisions for Christian 
education in the local congregation and 
the plans for keeping the program at 
a high level of efficiency. If we are 
to carry out the Savior’s command to 
“disciple” all nations, we must give 
repeated attention to the quantity and 
the quality of the organized program 
of Christian education we are offering 
children, youth, and adults. 
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North Atlantic Treaty Organiz 
Fredric, professor at Luther Sem 
St. Paul; Victor, a Minneapolis p 
Robert, manufacturer’s representa 
Seattle; and Marie Ernster, wife 
research chemist in Chicago. 
Asked where she would like the 
tion presented, she chose her 
church — Woodlake Lutheran 
Richfield, a Minneapolis suburb. 


@ Iwo members of Rev. Ge 
Mundinger’s Michigan State Lut 
group offered their services to & 
as agricultural missionaries. 


@ Immanuel Church, Col 
Springs, Colo., had an unusual 

ing last Easter. Members were :; 
to bring 30 pieces of silver to tur 
price of Christ’s betrayal into an 
ing of love. Small plastic bags 
identification tags were distributed 
cause of the weight of the silver, 

put the plastic bags received on th 
fering plates into a new garden 
The 100 pounds of silver included 
silver dollars and totaled $2,250. 


If 
I 
| 
I 
i 


@ Ralph Gihring, a °57 gradua} 
Idaho State College, left for Tok 
June to serve for five years as busi} 
administrator for Synod’s missio i 
Japan. ! 
i 
i 
i 
I 


Congregations observe Lutheranjf 
ucation Week in a variety of © 1 
Typical activities are: Emphasi® 
Christian education in the regular J} 
day services, focusing the Rally }} 


Service on the Lutheran-Educati 


ing a fellowship evening focused "| 
the educational program, and stres | 
Christian education in the progra 
the organizations of the congregé 
The 1957 observance is highli 
by the slogan “Thank God for Ch 
Teachers.” This slogan serves a t 
purpose: 
1. It focuses on the centent 
professional teacher train 
Synod and emphasizes the ’ 

uing need for teachers. 


2. It accents the importance of 
ing in the Sunday school ¢ 
need for continuous reer 
and training of Sunday 
teachers. & 

Every congregation will bet 

participation in Lutheran E 
Week. 


THE LUT 


don’t often hear the cry “Con- 
around airports any more. It 
ut with self-starters. But it is 
live and useful word in the 
S ministry to the armed services. 
500 of Synod’s pastors wear it 
itle: Military Contact Pastor 
erans’ Administration Contact 


> men, over and above their 
congregational activities, form 
necting link between the church 
community and the military or 
; nearby. With about 600 mil- 
istallations in the continental 
States and several hundred more 
oreign countries, plus 176 VA 
s, these 500 pastors are kept 
year round. 


- work starts when they receive 
of Lutherans from the Armed 
; Commission. Ordinarily the 
pastor sends each man on the 
‘tter of welcome with informa- 
out the Lutheran churches in 
2. Often these lists are turned 
the young people’s organization; 
jities are announced in subse- 


vailings. 
times more is demanded of a 
pastor — a personal contact. 


come sick or hurt or hospital- 
lis is, of course, true of all VA 

patients); they get into jams 
d counseling; they neglect home 
irch training and need a “Dutch 


ml F. Stueckler, El Paso, gives 
Services Commission literature 
Robert G. Luhmann of Ogilvie, 
The corporal, who suffered bullet 

in both legs in Korea, was 
to William Beaumont Army 
l for care. 


Contact! 


uncle.” The contact pastor gets into his 
car or climbs aboard a bus and makes 
a visit. Usually the trip takes him a few 
miles out of town. Finding a specific 
man on a big military base may require 
hours of time. 


For some contact pastors the visit is 
not so simple. One Lutheran pastor in 
Alaska made a monthly trip of 100 
miles — one way —in weather 50 de- 
grees below zero to conduct Commun- 
ion services at an Air Force base. Con- 
tact pastors in Arizona, New Mexico, 
and Utah drive similar distances in 
desert temperatures to visit, preach, or 
administer the Sacrament to fellow 
members. 


While he was still in Utah, Contact 
Pastor Elmer Crosmer wrote: “A Com- 
munion service was held at Dugway 
Proving Grounds on July 15 with 16 
communing. Temperature in the chapel 
was 102 degrees at 7:30 P. M.” 


He then adds: “A letter was received 
from a pastor in North Dakota regard- 
ing a soldier from his congregation 
stationed here. The parents had not 
heard from him for several months. 
The soldier was contacted some 35 
miles out in the desert at a test range. 
He promised to write home that eve- 
ning. The Government was good about 
providing a jeep to reach the area.” — 
Have you ever driven 35 miles in a jeep 
across a desert? 


Knowing these demands placed on 
busy pastors, the Commission has _ al- 
ways felt deeply grateful for their will- 
ingness to accept an assignment as 


contact pastor. It comes as a heart-’ 


warming surprise to receive a letter like 
this recent one from Rey. Arthur H. 
Herkamp, whose obligations include the 
Naval Hospital in Corona, Calif.: “At 
this time I would offer a_ personal 
expression of appreciation for the priv- 
ilege of being the so-called contact pas- 
tor for our youth who come to the USN 
Hospital. . . . I believe I have met 
some of the finest men and women that 
there are. It has been a real pleasure 
to consult with, pray for, and work 
with, those who are either patients or 
staff members at the hospital.” 


Appreciation! Privilege! Pleasure! 
So these are the reactions of a busy 
pastor to still another assumed respon- 
sibility and obligation! “Not grudg- 
ingly but wholeheartedly as unto the 
Lord.” 
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ANKERS 
Rev. Herbert B. Roepe, contact pastor 
for Washington, D.C., administering 
Sacrament to a Marine sergeant. 


He tells why: “Some of the greatest 
pleasures have come from the pediatrics 
ward and the nursery ward. ... Here 
I have seen the hand of the heavenly 
Father active in placing the wings of 
His holy angels around and over His 
little lambs. 


“Recently on a Sunday evening about 
11 P.M. a little girl, 22 months, was 
admitted in a very critical condition 

. with meningitis. She was placed 
on the critical list with no hope of 
recovery. .. . Four days later doctors 
reported she would be taken off all lists 
within the next 24 hours. 


“Again the other evening I was called 
at 1 A.M. because of the birth of 
a premature child. . Prayer with 
the mother and at the oxygen tent of 
the child showed how the Lord an- 
swers prayer. Now the baby is given 
a good chance.” 

Contact pastors are to make contacts. 
The contact made is not primarily be- 
tween home or pastor or church and 
the individual. It is contact made or 
restored or cemented with God. Moved 
solely by the urgency of the parable 
of the one sheep lost in the wilderness, 
the 500 contact pastors of Synod make 
certain that none is neglected. We sa- 
lute them. 

WALTER E. KRAMER 
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“The prayer of our Lord and Savior 
may be prayed both forward and back- 
ward,” wrote Martin Luther in an ex- 
position of the Lord’s Prayer titled 
“A Short and Good Explanation of the 
Lord's) Prayers (1519) 

It is prayed forward, he stated, when 
the seven petitions are spoken in the 
order in which they stand. 

Isn’t that self-evident? Don’t all 
Christians say the petitions of the Lord’s 
Prayer in the sequence given by the 
Savior? 

According to Luther, the petitions of 
the model prayer summarize all peti- 
tions. When Christians call upon the 
name of the Lord, they come to Him 
with the petitions of the “Our Father” 
— forward or backward. 


Forward 


“Hallowed be Thy name” is the first 
and the most important consideration 
in prayer, the author declares. When 
the name of God is hallowed, every- 
thing else will follow. 


“But the name of God cannot be 


perfectly hallowed,” he continues, “until. 


our life, which is never without sin or 
the dishonoring of God’s name, has 
reached its close and the kingdom of 
God is come. 


“In order, therefore, that we may not 
for selfish reasons seek the kingdom of 
God, the hallowing of God’s name is 
put first, so that we are to pray for 
our salvation and the coming of God’s 
kingdom, not to the end that it may be 
well with us, but that the name, honor, 
and glory of God may be praised and 
magnified; for when His name _ is 
praised, our well-being and salvation 
follow of themselves.” 
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But the kingdom of God cannot 
come, Luther shows in his explanation 
of the Third Petition, unless God’s will 
is done. Nor will this happen if God’s 
name is not hallowed. 


The “daily bread” of the Fourth Peti- 
tion is interpreted — in the tradition of 
that age — to mean spiritual bread: the 
Word of God and the Sacrament. In 
this sense the bread relates to the pre- 
ceding petitions. 


Luther also indicates, as he later did 
in his Small Catechism, that when 
“daily bread” represents material bread, 
that, too, has a definite connection with 
the first three petitions. But the re- 
quest for bread comes fourth, he ob- 
serves, not first. 


The doing of the will of God, the 
explanation shows, connects the last 
three petitions with the first four. The 
Fifth is included to give Christians 
certainty of conscience; the Sixth, to 
safeguard the certainty. 


“After having thus taught and done 
within ourselves nothing but the things 
that are God’s,” the author concludes, 
“we may then properly turn our eyes 
upon ourselves and pray, as last of all, 
to be delivered from evil. 


“Thus we put God first and ourselves 
last. We exalt God and abase our- 
selves, in order that God may become 
the first and be exalted.” 


Backward 


In the second section of his explana- 
tion, Luther states that the petitions 
of the Lord’s Prayer are also prayed 
backward — by those who pray only 
with their lips and not in their hearts. 
Such persons seek their own honor and 
glory rather than God’s glory. 


“What does Luther mean by praying 
the Lord’s prayer “backward”? Are 
there men and women who literally 
pray the seven petitions in reverse? 


Let the author explain himself. Many 
people, he says, ask their heavenly Fa- 
ther for deliverance from all evil (Sev- 
enth Petition) that they may lead happy 
lives and enjoy prosperity. This peti- 
tion, then, becomes the chief entreaty 
in their spontaneous prayers. 


Much less, Luther continues, do these 
people desire to be delivered from 
temptation (Sixth) because they do not 
see the danger in temptation. 

After that, those who say the Lord’s 
Prayer in reverse pray —or perhaps 
they never pray — for the forgiveness 
of sins (Fifth). Still less do these men 
pray for bread in the sense of spiritual 
bread (Fourth). 


That God’s will be done (Third), 
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that His kingdom come (Second 
His name be hallowed (First) 
these blessings they pray not 
Rather, those who pray the § 
Prayer backward seek and desire 
all things, advantages for thei 
name, their own kingdom, and 
own will. 

True? 


What is the sum and substa 
your praying? Do your requests. 
the order of the model prayer 
tions, or do you reverse the orde 
you approach the Father in heaq 


Frequently Christians are drix 
prayer by circumstances implied 
Seventh Petition. For example, y 
in trouble, and then you call 
God. Your friend is ill, and the 
pray. The world totters on the b 
war, and then you implore the 
of all for peace. 


But how often do you pray | 
lowed be Thy name” for yourself 
sick friend, and the earth’s inhabi 
The child of God who hallows Hiss 
will either keep out of trouble 
ceive sufficient grace to bear 
sickness and in health it is imp 
that your friends hallow God’s ~ 
Is it not the foremost need of f 
everywhere that God’s name and 
Word be kept holy among them 
His kingdom come among them 
that His will be done among ther 


| 


How often do you pray for} 
bread that will strengthen you 
God’s will, serve Him in His king 
and glorify His name? How mug 


His Spirit and by faith in His sf 

Luther notes that the first three 
tions of the Lord’s Prayer use the 
noun Thy, while the last four eng 
us and our. If the Savior’s peti 
are to be prayed forward, as they 4 | 
be, rather than backward, Chris 


prayer: 
Our Father who art in heave 
lowed be Thy name. Thy 
come. Thy will te done on e 
it is in heaven, Do Thou give 
day our daily bread. Do Thou | 
us our trespasses, as we forgiv. 
who trespass against us. Do Th 
us not into temptation, but d 
deliver us from evil. For Thin 
kingdom and the power and 
forever and ever. Amen. 


“After this manner there 0 
ye,” the Lord said. P 


ALFRED O. FUERBRI 
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Through method and equipment 
the American farmer 

has gained advantages 

that he wants to share 

with the rest of the world. 


n coast to coast and from 
to border, Americans on vaca- 
millions of acres in the United 
ich with grains, orchards, veg- 
vineyards, cattle ranges, and 
rds, producing not only enough 
| things to eat but more than 
How good God has been! 
Americans take too much for 
? Does the superabundance of 
| move Christians to ask, “What 
xs0d have me do?” 


Empty Stomachs 


tians remember that in His 
wisdom, and love, God designed 
1el of wheat and the apple and 
cattle and sheep into verdant 
God, not chance, keeps them. 
provisions the Christian gives 
‘unto the Lord, for He is good 
mercy endureth forever.” 

ion hungry people throughout 
d scrounge for food to satisfy 
ys of empty stomachs. 

nd plagued and shackled by 
ion and ignorance can make 
jubly hard without doubling the 


United States shares its food 
_ hungry, and the church sends 
earing ambassadors to share 
Christ the Savior with the in- 
; of benighted lands. 
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Enough Food? 


When the American farmer compares 
his manner and amount of work with 
that of fellow farmers around the 
globe, he realizes that through method 
and equipment he has gained advan- 
tages that he wants to share. 

Happy to give from his abundance 
to his neighbor wherever he may be, 
the Christian husbandman knows that 
the only real and lasting aid he can 
grant hungry neighbors lies in sharing 


the techniques of production to be used ° 


at the place where the neighbor finds 
himself. 

With the growth in world popula- 
tion to an estimated five billion human 
beings in the not too distant future, 
will there be enough food for that 
number? 

Yes, there will be, if tillers of the 
soil prevent erosion, use fertilizers, and 
preserve natural resources in agricul- 
tural stewardship. 

The Christian farmer makes the best 
steward of the soil, because he knows 
his responsibility to God and his fellow 
man. The earth is the Lord’s, and 
everyone working it must account for 
its use to Him who created and owns it. 

The Christian farmer realizes that 
no man lives unto himself, and the 
rural church has great interest in for- 
eign missions. © 
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Bodies Too 


What a blessed day it will be when 
Synod can send trained agriculturists 
who will show spiritually freed people 
in all of Synod’s foreign mission fields 
how their Gospel freedom not only 
saves the soul but the body as well! 

Every person’s body is intended to be 
a temple of the Holy Spirit. When 
hunger and starvation rack and distort 
emaciated bodies, no Christian farmer 
will stand coldly idle so long as there 
is something he can do. 

Synod has only one trained agri- 
culturist, Harold Baar, stationed in 
a leper colony on Culion Island in the 
Philippines. Mr. Baar shows Filipinos 
whose leprosy has been arrested, but 
who are still ostracized from society, 
how they can farm their land for bless- 
ing and protection. Farming is one of 
the few occupations open to negative 
lepers on Culion. 

If a man was sick, Jesus healed him. 
If he was hungry, He provided food. 
If he was crippled, He made him whole. 

The ways and means God has given 
the American Christian farmer to help 
his fellow farmers all over the world 
prompts him to pray: “Dear God, send 
Thy Holy Spirit to help us help others 
for the sake of Jesus, who helped us!” 


WILLIAM J. STELLING 


Witness Comments 
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For and Against 


One of the important purposes of the Lu- 
THERAN WITNESS is to proclaim the truths of 
God’s Word. Witness indicates the aim of the 
periodical to testify to God’s way of salvation. 
WITNESS articles seek to indoctrinate. They in- 
form the readers, strengthen them in their faith, 
and apply God’s truth to their spiritual life. There 
can be no God-pleasing Christian life without 
a sound knowledge of Scriptural doctrine. The 
Christian life draws its sustenance from the Word 
of Truth. There can be no growth in Christian 
life without growth in knowledge of the Lord’s 
will. Therefore the WITNESS emphasizes Chris- 
tian doctrine. 

In addition, the WITNEss exposes false doctrine 
and warns against it. True doctrine is brought 
into sharper focus when error is exposed. 

Error assails us daily via newspapers, maga- 
zines, radio, television, and the propaganda of 
misguided cultists. The WITNESS endeavors to 
be an alert watchman and to raise the danger 
signals. The WITNESS aims to do so in a frank 
and evangelical way. 

In publishing articles for the truth and against 
error the WITNEss follows the example of the 
Bible. Besides proclaiming the saving doctrines, 
Scripture denounces false doctrine. The prophets 
of the Old Testament fulminated against the 
vitiators of God’s truth. Jesus reproved false 
teachers. “Ye do err,” He said to the Sadducees, 
“not knowing the Scriptures.”” The apostles speak 
of “doctrines of devils” and “damnable heresies.” 
The Word urges convincing the gainsayers. ~ 

Error like a deadly cancer can contaminate 
the whole spiritual body and poison the soul. 
Although God’s people will be tolerant of a weak- 
ness in the life of a Christian, they will not 
tolerate false doctrine. 

The doctrine which the WITNEss publishes is 
not its own but God’s. To be “a good minister 
of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of 
faith and of good doctrine,” our synodical organ 
heeds Paul’s command to warn against “seducing 
spirits’ who mouth “lies in hypocrisy” and to 
“put the brethren in remembrance of these 
things.” 

‘The WITNESS would indeed be derelict in its 
duty if it did not testify against error and speak 
for the truth. 


Reasonable and Biblical 


Will the population of the world increase to 
such an extent that the earth will no longer be 
able to produce enough food to sustain its in- 


_-habitants? That such a condition will actually 


occur is the fear of some people. 

A noted agricultural authority, Monsignor Luigi 
G. Ligutti of Des Moines, recently branded that 
theory a “fundamental heresy and blasphemy.” 
“Enough food,” the executive director of the Na- 
tional Catholic Rural Life Conference said, “can 
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be produced for all— and more to com 
man applies himself intelligently to the inex 
ible resources put at his disposal by God. 

This judgment is both reasonable and B 
The Lord of the universe, who by a fre 
created the world and man for His glo 
pleasure, did not delimit, because of man’s 
lion, the productivity of the earth. In His 
and goodness He continued, and will conti 
replenish the earth by sending “rain from 
and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with} 
and gladness” (Acts 14:17). “While the 
remaineth,” He promised, “seedtime and he 
and cold and heat, and summer and winte 
day and night shall not cease” (Gen. 8:22 
the end of time He will keep effective the 
of nature, which are His will in operatic 
sustain His creatures, “the just and the urf} 

God will cause nature’s laws to opera 
all His creatures, but only His children w 
knowledge His beneficence and heed His 
admonition not to worry about their suster 
Only His believers will praise the great Pro 
“who giveth food to all flesh, for His merc 
dureth forever.” 


Nothing to Do? 


A newcomer to an old, established c¥ 
sometimes gets the idea that there is nothi | 
him to do in the congregation’s program, | 
may be content with receiving the benefit 
worship and depositing his envelope in the | 
ing plate, without becoming active in the 
of the parish. 

He forgets that inactivity and Christianit) 
antonyms like weak and strong, cold andi 
languid-and energetic. Nothing creates mot 
terest in the mission of the church than 1 
participation. 

On the other hand, some Christians may 
in vain for an opportunity to participate i 
congregation. Is there nothing for them to § 

Business and industry employ counselo 
place a new worker into a position for whic 
is fitted. The church needs a similar arrange 
to widen its circle of capable workmen. 
shall men qualify for a task or an office 2 
congregation if they are not given an opport 
to, serve? 

If there is a person entitled to sit back 
derive the benefits of service, it is the m 
the woman who for decades has held an © 
in the church and assumed more than an ordi 
share of leadership responsibility. There is a 
to step aside and permit others to train fors 
ice and leadership. Followers as well as 
are required to achieve the Lord’s purposes 
His church. Who knows better the import 
of being a good follower than an officer 
church? 

In God’s kingdom there is more than 
for everybody to do. Lord, what wilt Th 0 
me to do? 


|| 
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4 Miracle 


Demonstrative applause is diminishing, circus 
people say. Children and adults don’t wave their 
arms and clap their hands when the parade passes 
by or the trapeze artist flies through the air. 
Earlier generations were more responsive. 

The human thrill mechanism is not atrophied 
Or impervious to emotion. Through the miracle 
of radio and TV, the eyes and ears have been so 
filled with comedy and drama that the public 
views the kaleidoscope of modern performance 
as ordinary. 

The generation that has mushroomed nuclear 
fission, fusion, and electronics is almost insensitive 
to the spectacular. Attention still lives behind 
a barricade as old as the Wall of China. Adver- 
tisers, straining to register trade names on at- 
tention, exploit among other things: cats and 
cigarettes and kids and cokes, coffee, cosmetics, 
and comics; beer and bread and babies and 
baboons; ladies and lions and liquor; muts and 
minks and millionaires and mileage; kisses and 
kinks and quizzes and cuties; soaps and slicks 
and slims and smiles. And what do you re- 
member? The smile on the paid face of a manne- 
quin, no matter what she holds in her selling 
hand? 


yose Leaves 


|, 


You see so much of maudlin and muddled 
life, clever and bloody crimes, absurd and illicit 
romance, that the plots——not to mention the 
commercials — are often forgotten before both of 
your feet are in bed. Ballyhoo is short-lived. 


In this surfeited age, the best of entertainers 
learn bitterly that an hour a week is too much 
personal exposure for the American public. In 
three years they are forgotten. 

For three years Jesus performed miracles, 
taught, and preached. With divine dignity He 
walked in Capernaum, stilled the Galilean waters, 
filled the nets of the fisherfolk, and spoke with 
the voice of Authority: “Verily I say unto you.” 

The people were amazed when the demoniac 
and the leper and the sick woman were healed. 
Dead Lazarus and the daughter of Jairus lived. 
The recorded miracles of Christ people have not 
forgotten and will not forget. 

The Christian is never numbed by his blessings. 
He is never indifferent to divine benediction. 
God’s grace is new as the dew each morning. 
Blessed with that grace and remembering the 
beauty of God’s holiness in His Son, a Christian 
will say: “For the wonder of God’s love to me — 
through the miracle of the incarnation of His Son 
and the work of the Spirit—for this I thank 
Him and witness to Him.” 


uther on Languages 


I am not at all in sympathy with those who 
cling to one language and despise all others. 
I would rather train the youth and folks who 
could also be of service to Christ in foreign lands 
and able to converse with the natives there, in 
order to avoid the experience of the Waldensians 
in Bohemia, who confined their faith to one lan- 
guage so completely that they cannot speak cor- 
rectly and intelligently with anyone, unless he 
first learn their language. This was not the method 
of the Holy Spirit at the beginning. He did not 
tarry until all the world came to Jerusalem and 
studied Hebrew, but gave manifold tongues for 
the office of the ministry, so that the apostles 
could preach wherever they went. I would rather 
follow this example. It is proper that the youth 
should be trained in many languages, for who 
knows how God may use them in time to come? 
For this our schools have been established. — 
Martin Luther in Preface to Order of Service, 
1526. 


lisjudged 

No doubt you read the story of the trapper in 
the north woods who had lost his wife and while 
he cared for his traps must needs leave the baby 
in the care of his great dog, which was half wolf. 
Coming home through a storm one day, he found 
the cabin door open and the crib empty. Blood 
was smeared about. From under the bed crawled 
the dog, himself bloody. In his agony the trapper 
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jumped to the conclusion that the wolf nature 
had gained the ascendancy and that the baby had 
been killed and eaten by the one left to guard him. 

Snatching an axe, he split wide open the head 
of the dog. Then he found in one corner of the 
cabin a timber wolf, dead. And under the bed 
the baby, alive and unharmed. The true story 
was then easy to read, but the faithful guardian 
had been misjudged and, in too much haste, slain. 

Perhaps this is just a story of that north 
country. But something almost as tragic has often 
happened in life. Many a man or woman has 
been judged before all the facts are in and, if not 
killed with an axe, stabbed by an unsympathetic 
tongue. The suffering may be as bad as death. 

What business have Christians to judge another 
anyway? 

“Who art thou that judgest another man’s 
servant? To his own master he standeth or 
falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up; for God is 
able to make him stand.” 

Will it not be at least disconcerting and humil- 
iating, having passed the judgment and having 
used the axe or the tongue, to find that God 
causes him to “stand”? 

Lord, help me to be faithful in the judgment 
of myself —I have all the facts in this case — 
and be very slow to judge the other one — espe- 
cially since I have not all the facts. 

And if I had all the truth, still I am not the 
judge and surely not the executioner. — Revival, 
India 


ul 


The first years of life are important in nurturing the faith 
of the young. Teachers of the nursery and kindergarten 
classes in Sunday school, the vacation Bible school, and 


Lutheran elementary schools lead the child to know his 
Savior, to trust and follow Him. 
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Sunday school classes for elementary school pupils offer 
wider knowledge of God's Word. 


{ 

In Lutheran elementary schools the teachers relate God's 

i Word to every area of learning. In a Christian environ- 
ment, pupils live the Christian way of life in their total 
school experience. 


The church’s program of Christian education q 
quires the services of many teachers. 


More than 4,000 teachers are on the faculties 
schools and high schools affiliated with the Misso 
Synod. | 


More than 70,000 teachers are active in Sundé 
schools. 


They help children, youth, and adults grow in unde 
standing the Word of God and its meaning for lif 


Christian congregations should esteem their teach 
ers both for the importance of their work and | 
benefits they bring to the parish. The members of 
congregation will pray for their teachers and ask Ge 
blessing upon their important work. 


¥ 


trained teachers for effective Christian education 
is estimated that during the ten-year period of 19 
to 1965 Synod will require 10,000 additional pro! 
sional teachers and 120,000 more Sunday sel 
teachers. Some of these will be necessary for 
classes, others for replacements. Every congregé 
should develop plans to recruit teachers for its 
needs and for the church at large. 


ty of handwork projects relate to the lesson in the 
1 Bible school. 


Lutheran high schools strive to develop the Christian point 
of view in providing for spiritual, moral, social, physical, 
emotional, and mental growth of pupils. 


: w% 3 
Adults study the Bible. Teachers guide the class discussions 


to deal with three important questions; What does the 
Bible say? What does it mean? What does it mean to me? 


PR 


In a growing number of congregations, teachers conduct 
special classes for the mentally retarded. These children 
attend the Protestant Sunday school for mentally retarded 
children, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Washington, D.C. 


Christian teachers in all the schools of the church prepare 
for their work through private study, teachers’ meetings, 
conferences, and workshops. Thereby these instructors 
deepen their knowledge of God's Word and improve their 
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The Church 
Prepares 
For 

College 
Students 


Michigan’s four campus pastors are, l.—r., Dr. Ger- 
hard W. Mundinger, Rev. Vernon Boriack, Rev. 
Theodore Daniel, and Rev. Alfred T. Scheips. 


In the fall of 1956 some 2,947,000 degree-credit students 
were enrolled for the opening sessions in institutions of higher 
learning in the United States. A considerable increase is expected 
for 1957, with a corresponding enlargement of the Lutheran ranks. 

“Orientation Week,” observed during the first week of college, 
introduces newcomers to the campus. Synod’s Commission on 
College and University Work tells Lutheran young people to: 


1. Fill out the religious-preference card at registration, iden- 
tifying themselves as Missouri Synod or Synodical Conference 
Lutherans and giving the name of their home pastor. 


2. Attend the “welcome meeting” arranged for them in the 
student center or nearby Lutheran church, where they will meet 
others of their faith, receive information about services and sub- 
sequent Bible discussion groups, and establish acquaintance with 
the campus pastor appointed to serve them. 


Early contact with the campus pastor and with Gamma Delta, 
or a similar student group under the church’s auspices, is im- 
portant. The Commission facilitates this relationship by conduct- 
ing the annual student census. Home pastors and parishes are 
urged to submit students’ names to the Commission at 77 W. 
Washington St., Chicago 2, Ill. Without these data, pastors serv- 
ing teeming campuses are confronted with a problem similar to 
searching for the proverbial “needle in a haystack.” 

Some 600 Lutheran pastors in the United States, Canada, 
Mexico, Japan, and the Philippines stand ready to minister to 
students with the Word and the Sacraments. Where the Lutheran 
population is relatively large, 31 full-time campus pastors serve 
through organized church activities patterned after normal par- 
ishes. The Districts of Synod pay or subsidize the workers and 
provide the necessary facilities. The cost of establishing chapels 
and student centers represents a $5,000,000 investment. 

Aiding the Districts in this work is Synod’s Commission on, 
College and University. Work, whose executive secretary is Dr. 
Reuben W. Hahn. The Commission supplies campus pastors 
and groups with Bible study materials and other literature. 

Why is the church concerned about college students and staff 
members? The campus is a community of people where efforts 
in soul conservation, reclamation, evangelism, and training in 
churchmanship come to fruition through the Holy Spirit. Through 
the means of grace, student and scholar “grow up into Him in all 
things, which is the Head, even Christ.” (Eph. 4:15) 


Rupotpu F. NordeEN, Editorial Assistant 
Commission on College and University Work 


(446) 


ge Koenig, “was the report of F 


7 
District Conventions 


Northwest 
June 10—14, Portland 


A plea for “men to match our 
tains” was made by Executive Secr 
E. W. Hinrichs, as he outlined the f} 
trict’s mission opportunities in Id 
Oregon, Washington, and the Ter 
of Alaska. 

In his essay, “The Christian, 
Church, and the Social Order,” Dr. 
ter F. Wolbrecht portrayed the co@ 
between Satan and God in the dom 
economic, political, and ecclesias 
orders of life. 

Convention resolutions urged 
gregations to provide funds for tra 
youth workers, approved the polic# 
subsidizing Christian day schools§® 
creased the borrowing power of} 
Church Extension Fund, decided ag} 

a full-time presidency, gave the Dis 
a third vice-president. 


ELECTED: President, Rev. Carl H. Ben 
Vice-Presidents, Revs. Emil G. Jaech, Arthuj} | 
Schelp, and Armand E. Mueller; Secr# 
Rey. Victor A. Schulze; Treasurer, A. K. I 


SYNOD’S REPRESENTATIVE: Vice-President Hé 
A. Harms. 


Atlantic 
June 24—28, Bronxville, N.Y. 


To discuss reports of the va 
committees of the Board of Direc 
and three essays, the delegates to 
50th-anniversary convention div§ 
into three sections. i] 

Speaking of the District’s expan 
program, Dr. Louis H. Henze, E 
utive Secretary of Missions, s 
“Newly established congregations 
come self-supporting in less than jf 
years.” 

Dr. Arthur E. Wittmer, Execui 
Secretary of Parish Education, 
nounced an expected enrollment ¥ 


teachers. 
The District voted to elect fou 

gional vice-presidents to give the 

ident more adequate assistance. 


ELECTED: President, Dr. Herman J. Rippe; 
Presidents, Revs. Karl Graesser, Alfred W. IT 
lein, Jacob W. Leininger, Louis C. Meyer; } 
retary Dr. Carl M. Zorn; Treasurer, Het 

ien. 


SYNOD’s REPRESENTATIVE: President Joh 
Behnken. 


Eastern 
June 24—27, Angola, N.Y. 


Delegates to the 73d conv 
heard “encouraging accounts” ¢ 
District’s first full-time lay 
worker, Harry Kuhlow, who 
in opening six new missions. 

“Heartening also,” wrote Rey. 
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er, new Secretary of Parish Ed- 
jon, that 24 congregations have 
istian day schools, with 72 instruc- 
and 1,728 pupils.” 
© meet the demand for more pastors 
teachers, the convention endorsed 
cruitment program; to secure more 
rch-extension funds, strengthened 
Church Extension Board’s opera- 
; to shore up the office of the Dis- 
President, elected three regional 
-presidents. 


SCTED: President, Dr. Eric C. Malte; Vice- 
Jents, Revs. Gustav Karkau, Enno A. 
oock, and Herbert E. Plehn; Secretary, 
Richard J. Schultz; Financial Secretary, S. 
Bauer; Treasurer, Norman Wulf. 


1OD’S REPRESENTATIVE: Vice-President Herman 
arms. 


nitoba-Saskatchewan 

I15—19, Regina 

| the “prairie vineyard” known as 
Manitoba-Saskatchewan District, 
President L. W. Koehler in his 
ling address, “the Lord of hosts has 
| with us for 35 years and promises 
e with us in the future.” 

r. W. A. Baepler, a pioneer mis- 
ary of the District (1911—23), now 
ident of the Springfield seminary, 
ented the convention essay: “The 
lus of the Missouri Synod.” 

or a 129% increase over 1956 con- 
itions to Synod’s world mission pro- 
1, the delegates heard words of 
mendation from the synodical Stew- 
hip Department. 

ae District unanimously endorsed 
organization of The Lutheran 
rch in Canada and resolved to help 
ice the John E. Herzer Memorial 
pel at the Edmonton Concordia. 


CTED: President, Rev. L. W. Koehler; Vice- 
lents, Revs. George Rode and Philip Fry; 
tary, Rev. J. H. Meichsner; Treasurer, Her- 
Burron, 


[OD’S REPRESENTATIVE: Vice-President Herman 
rms. 


isas 
ust 12—16, Winfield 


_ sectional meetings, the delegates 
d individuals and groups from Dis- 
congregations discuss: How to 
e, Instruct, and Integrate an Adult 
s; Stirring Up and Enlisting the 
rest and Talents of a Church; Soul- 
Junting; Youth Work in the Con- 
ation; Bible Class Promotion; and 
ardship. 
r. Paul M. Bretscher of the St. 
is seminary vividly described, in 
joctrinal essay, the scope, essence, 
purpose of Holy Baptism. 
X congregations, ten pastors, and 
teachers were received into mem- 
hip with Synod and the District. 


ICTED: President, Rev. W. H. Meyer; Vice- 
lents, Revs. Arlen Bruns and B. J. Loesel. 


i0D’S REPRESENTATIVE: Vice-President A. H. 


m. 
roe 10, 1957 


They Said, “Come Again!” 


Recently I attended four series of “Bad Boll” meetings in 
Europe. Professors Herbert J. A. Bouman (St. Louis) and Mar- 
tin Naumann (Springfield) and Dr. H. A. Mayer, Secretary of 
Missions, also represented Synod. Because this was the tenth 
year of the meetings, which I had been instrumental in starting, 
also because God permitted me in 1945 to suggest that represent- 
atives of the Ev. Lutheran Free Church and the Breslau Synod 
discuss their doctrinal agreements and disagreements and under 
God’s blessing come to pulpit and altar fellowship, Synod’s Board 
of Directors requested me to attend these 1957 conferences. God 
granted success to the efforts of these church bodies. Today all 
Free Churches are in pulpit and altar fellowship. 


Originally the Bad Boll meetings were held at Bad Boll, 
Wuerttemberg, Germany, accounting for the name. In recent years 
these free conferences were held at other places. Representatives 
of the Free Churches and of the Landeskirchen were always pres- 
ent, also at this year’s meetings. 


The first was in London. Present were the pastors of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of England, in fellowship with us, 
and representatives of the various Polish, Latvian, and Estonian 
refugee churches and the German Landeskirchen. One of our 
theologians and one of the German theologians presented essays. 


The German theologian insisted that neither Luther nor the 
Confessions taught that every part of Holy Writ is divinely in- 
spired, one of the very grave faults of which some European 
theologians are guilty. However, some pastors of the refugee 
churches would not permit the essayist’s attacks to stand. Our 
men also answered the charges. At the group’s request, I explained 
why our Synod declined to join the LWF. The men at the free 
conferences in London were eager to have further conferences 
and urged that we come again. 

Four-day conferences were also held in Diisseldorf, Berlin, 
and Frankfurt. Our professors delivered essays, and brethren of 
the Free Churches served as coessayists. Pastors and professors 
of the Landeskirchen took an active part in the enlightening and 
profitable discussions that followed. 

To hear the difficulties of these men and to note their de- 
termination to solve with the Word of God many problems, 
which few of us can realize and understand, caused a person’s 
heart to rejoice. Our theologians deserve much credit not only 
for their sound doctrinal dissertations, based on Holy Writ and 
the Lutheran Confessions, but also for their evangelical yet firm 
answers to questions and problems which troubled some of 
the men. What blessed results! Men of the Free Churches will 
be drawn together all the more closely, and men of the Landes- 
kirchen showed by their expressions that they were strengthened 
and that they will carry the message to others. One of the Landes- 
kirche pastors urgently requested'a free conference in his area. 
Many pastors of the Landeskirche, as well as of the Free Churches, 
would be invited. He was eager to have others hear and partici- 
pate in such discussions. 


May God’s blessings rest on these “Bad Boll” conferences! 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
President of Synod 
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Psalter 


Man-Made Gods 


Psalm 115:4,8: “Their idols are silver 
and gold, the work of men’s hands. . 
They that make them are like unto them; 
so is everyone that trusteth in them.” 


The full impact of the concept “gross 
idolatry” does not strike a Christian 
until he stands in the court of the Bud- 
dhist temple and observes the wor- 
shipers burning their incense before the 
idol statue; or until, within the pre- 
cints of a Shinto shrine, he watches the 
people clap their hands to establish 
contact with the departed spirits. The 
experience leaves a Christian with mixed 
feelings of horror and compassion. 


For the idols whom the heathen in- 
voke are “silver and gold, the work of 
men’s hands.” They are fashioned in 
the form of men, but — as the Psalmist 
goes on to declare — they cannot speak, 
or see, or hear. “The heathen in his 
blindness bows down to wood and 
stone” — gods that cannot hear his 
prayers or help him in his needs. 

Not all idolatry, however, is “gross.” 
There is much idolatry that is subtle 
and refined. Men exalt the ideas of 
the human mind, the objects of their 
own affection, the ambitions of their 
proud spirit. Anything that shunts God 
into a secondary place is in fact an idol 
—whether it be a person, or an idea, 
or a thing. 


Not all idolatry, moreover, is con- 
fined to “heathen” cultures. Even 
though in this “Christian” land. we do 
not hear the temple bells or smell the 
pagan incense, idolatry is rife among us. 
This is the idol worship of the human 
heart, putting man in the place of God. 

To trust in idols — visible or invis- 
ible —is the basic sin. For in the 
violation of the First Commandment 
the sins against all the other command- 
ments have their source. 


Trust in idols is also the ultimate 
folly. They are powerless to help in 
the here, and they are powerless to save 
in the hereafter. Those who worship 
idols will end in blind despair. 

Far above’all idols reigns the true 
and living God. We see Him revealed 
in His Son. We feel His Spirit’s power. 
We worship Him in spirit and in truth. 


THOMAS COATES 


SYNODICAL SUNDAY 


Virtually all Lutheran bodies in 
America used to call themselves synods. 
Some still do. By dropping the word, 
the organizations did not give up their 
synodical character. The word stands 


for something special in the way 
a church body governs itself. 
Before the Reformation, “synod” 


meant a church convention; since then, 
the term also signifies a free form of 
church government. Synod literally 
means “together we go.” 

The meeting of the apostles and 
elders reported in Acts 15 was a synod. 
Held in Jerusalem, the meeting settled 
a dispute regarding the relations of non- 
Jewish Christians to Jewish laws and 
practices. 

While it cannot be = claimed that 
synods originated within the church, 
they certainly became a part of the 
church and played a prominent part in 
the history of the church. 

Church conferences and synods were 
held as early as the year 200. At first, 
laymen were always present. By the 
year 300, national church conventions 
were annual affairs. But no general 
synod of the entire church had been 
convened. This event took place in the 
year 325 inacity of Asia Minor. Called 
together by the Roman Emperor Con- 
stantine the Great, the Council of Ni- 
caea was the first of many ecumenical 
councils (so called because the delegates 
represented the entire church). 

Altogether eight world conventions 

were held in the first 1,000 years of 
the Christian Church. All were con- 
voked by Roman emperors. All were 
held in Asia Minor. All were called 
to preserve unity of faith, threatened 
by doctrinal controversy. 
The seven ecumenical councils that 
followed those held in the first millen- 
nium of the Christian era differed from 
the first eight in several ways. No 
longer were they held in Asia but in 
Europe. No longer were they initiated 
by emperors but by the Papacy. No 
longer were they concerned primarily 
with doctrine but with organization and 
administration. The last world conven- 
tion of the Medieval Church was the 
Council of Trent, which condemned the 
Reformation. “That convention met 
from 1545 to 1563. 

For better or for worse, conventions 
reflected the mind of the church at the 
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~ (Augustana, Article 28). The Luthere 


time they were convened. The coun 
formulated doctrine and arbitrated 

putes. Therefore they often erred, 
Luther pointed out in his defense at 
Diet of Worms. 

Lutherans had to learn from 
Scriptures how to organize a chu 
body. One thing was quite clear 
them: All authority in the church re 
with the local congregation beca 
upon it, and upon it alone, Christ }} 
stowed the power to forgive and 
retain sins. (Matt. 18:17, 18) | 

On the other hand, Christians are } 
less members of the Church eh 
As such they are charged with the p) 
formance of certain tasks: missio 1 
Christian education, and all kinds 
Christian services. No consresialal 
may deprive its members of the opp 
tunity to perform these services. | 

The association of congregations ff} 
joint benefits and work was also Li 
ther’s ideal. Conditions prevented t 
execution of his plan. The heads 
Lutheran states took over the superw 
sion of the churches in order to defen 
them. | 

Luther wanted no mixing of churé 
and state. The Lutheran Confessioim 


to be thrown together and mixed 
heads of state therefore appointed spq@ 
cial counselors who had no part 
secular government, giving rise to h 

state-church system in the Luthera 

countries of Europe. 

In countries in which the Reform 
tion was introduced, a different syste 
obtained. It is called the congregatior 
system, according to which the com 
gregations form self-governing bodié 
It is the system that prevails in f 
Lutheran church bodies of America. 

Synods are associations of sister 
gregations, which may indeed advise 
one another but not dictate to one 2 
other. For this reason synods are only 
advisory bodies. 

Because they are members of 
church that is free from dictation ¢ 
pressure, Lutherans are loyal memt 
of their congregations and of the chu 
body to which they belong. 

Synodical Sunday reminds us of 
blessings of the congregational sys 


a = ha al 


acetal i — at 


; —-.. = 
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Luke 23:43 — room for purgatory? 
® Godparents — for how long? 


® Words of absolution — who speaks? 


Yllidt te NINSW ERP 


stion: Could you possibly send 
a literal translation of Luke 
13, together with an explanation 
t, especially with regard to the 
yer position of the comma? 


nswer: The oldest Greek inscrip- 
; and papyri show few signs of 
‘tuation between sentences’ or 
ses in a sentence. We still cannot 
how much, if any, use of punctua- 
points was made by the New Testa- 
t writers. As a rule, capital letters 
- used, and all the sentences, like 
words, ran into one another in 
inbroken line. (A. T. Robertson, 
rammar of the Greek New Testa- 
t) ; 

| a literal translation, Luke 23:43 
bd) dikes =this: “rRULYTOYOU 
Y TODAYWITHMEYOUSHALLB 
THEPARADISE.” 

| English we need the help of a 
ma or two to make the sense clear 
s. Where does the comma, or do 
commas, belong? 

hose who believe in a purgatory as 
as those who deny the continued 
fence of the human soul after death 
those who disbelieve the presence 
he departed believers’ souls with 
ist, hold that the comma belongs 
r the word today and thus make 
ist say: “Truly, I am telling you 
y, you shall be with Me in Para- 
” From this viewpoint the time 
he dying malefactor’s meeting with 
ist would be left indefinite. But 
, then, we ask, does Christ put such 
hasis on the word today? The thief 
w full well that Christ was giving 
‘this assurance then and there, not 
day before or the day after. Such 
mphasis is entirely unnecessary and 
icial. 

is much more agreeable to the sit- 
on to understand the words of Jesus 
elling this new convert that his re- 
t to be remembered would be ful- 
| that selfsame day. He would not 
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have to wait long; his soul would be 
in Paradise (heaven) with his Savior 
ere the day was done. 

This view, always the conviction of 
Bible Christians, agrees beautifully with 
such Scripture texts as Luke 20:38, 
ZECOLsO Se Die a2 1 aRey. 1433, and 
others. 


Question: I have a niece for whom 
I was sponsor. At the time of her 
marriage she joined the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. Am I still considered 
her godfather? 


Answer: Strictly speaking, no. Ac- 
cording to our custom, godparents as- 
sume a special spiritual responsibility 
for little children who because of their 
tender age cannot, or cannot intelli- 
gently, answer the questions addressed 
to them in Baptism. This is purely 
a human, though praiseworthy and 
helpful, arrangement. 

When baptized children are later 
confirmed, they personally renew and 
confirm the covenant which they, 
through the sponsors, made with the 
Triune God. Since they have now pro- 
gressed sufficiently to know and speak 
for themselves, sponsors are no longer 
needed to speak and act for these young 
Christians. However, there is no valid 
reason why godparents should abandon 
their spiritual interest in their former 
godchildren. 

What hinders you from praying for 
the spiritual restoration of your niece, 
from reminding her of the grievous sin 
which she committed by leaving the 
church of the pure Gospel and by unit- 
ing with a church that is at variance 
on so many points with the Bible? Why 
not point out what is practiced in that 
church — idolatry, work-righteousness, 
and rejection of the full and free atone- 
ment by Jesus Christ? Perhaps, after 
the luster of the romance has dimmed, 
she will see the error of her way and 
return. 


(449) 


Question: Should the words of ab- 
solution be spoken by an ordained 
pastor, or may someone else speak 
them? 


Answer: According to Holy Writ, 
Christ entrusted the Office of the Keys, 
of which absolution is a part, to His 
church. The Office of the Keys is 
a church power which rightly belongs 
to all believers, young and old (Matt. 
16:19; 18:18; John 20:23; 1 Peter 2:9). 
Hence, if a believer privately unburdens 
his heart to another believer and re- 
quests absolution, the latter may in- 
deed pronounce such pardon upon the 
penitent one. Our Confessions also say: 
“In a case of necessity even a layman 
absolves and becomes the minister and 
pastor of another.” (Smalcald Articles, 
Triglot, 523, 67) 

However, this does not apply to the 
public administration of the Office of 
the Keys in the church. All Christians 
have power and duty to preach, but 
according to God’s will, churches are 
to call or appoint qualified and com- 
petent pastors to do the preaching. By 
the same token, the congregation should 
make sure that its teachers — whether 
in the day school, Bible class, Sunday 
school, or vacation Bible school — are 
firmly grounded in the knowledge of 
the truth. 

Every Christian also has the obli- 
gation to baptize and to administer Holy 
Communion; yet St. Paul refers to him- 
self and other ministers as the “stewards 
of the mysteries of God.” So, while 
every Christian has the power and duty 
to absolve, the public exercise of this 
function in the church is the respon- 
sibility of those whom the church has 
called for that purpose. To practice 
lay absolution in public worship is not 
in line with the doctrine of the public 
ministry and with the apostle Paul’s in- 
junction in 1 Cor. 14:40. 


Orto E. SOHN 
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Marriage and Prayer 


“That your prayers be not hindered.” 
1 PETER 3:7b. 


Though Peter addresses these words 
to husbands, he implies that neither hus- 
bands nor wives should do anything 
which will hinder their prayers. Prayer 
adds a new dimension to marriage and 
makes adjustment to God’s will a mu- 
tual concern of husband and wife. 

When you pray for your family, be- 
gin with a prayer for yourself. An 
honest self-analysis will help you see 
your own faults as well as the areas 
in which you can improve. Ask for 
the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, and temperance. (Gal. 
Dares 23) 

Pray also for your spouse. In despair 
one woman says of her husband, “I’ve 
tried everything with him; what can 
I do?” Another wife joyfully describes 
her spouse, “There is no better husband 
in the world.” James gives good advice 
to both wives: “Is any among you 
afflicted? Let him pray. Is any merry? 
Let him sing psalms.” Every marriage 
situation calls for prayer. 

Prayer has a salutary effect on him 
who prays. Even prayer for another 
strengthens a person’s relationship to 
Christ. No one can ever speak with 
the Savior without receiving a blessing. 
Besides, prayer induces co-operation 
and helpfulness toward the one for 
whom he is praying. 

Prayer does more. For every prob- 
lem, prayer introduces Christ with all 
His power and love. Jesus wants to be 
both your Savior for eternity and your 
Helper in life. “The eyes of the Lord 
are over the righteous, and His ears 
are open unto their prayers” (i Peter 
3:12). “If ye abide in Me, and My 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done unto you” 
(John 15:7). “Ask, and ye shall re- 
ceive, that your joy may be full.” (John 
16:24) 

These are.only a few of the Savior’s 
promises. Pray, and your marriage will 
become more and more what Christ 
really wants it to be. 


ARTHUR E. GRAF 


oldest, 81 — received Baptism. 


Three New Men Join Synod’s Staff 


Frep E. Lietz, 40, became Synod’s 
first full-time executive secretary of the 
Church Extension Board on August 1. 

The Church Exten- 
sion program lends 
funds for building 
new churches, par- 
sonages, elementary 
schools, and for the 
purchase of sites. 

A 1939 graduate of 
River Forest, Mr. 
Lietz was principal 
of Peace School, Sag- 
inaw, Mich. from 
1944 until he moved to St. Louis this 
summer. 
manuel School, Hinckley, III. 

He and his wife, the former Vera 
E. Rissmann, are the parents of three 
daughters: Gene, 16; Sue, 9; and 
June; 5. 

The son of Fred W. and Minnie 
Weber Lietz, the executive secretary 
was born at Buckley, Ill., December 20, 
1916. 


_ Pror. LORENZ F. WaHLERS, M.S. 
Ed., who taught mathematics at St. 
Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo., since 
1942, assumed his office as assistant 
executive secretary of 
Synod’s Board of 
Support and Pensions, 
also on August 1. 
Born at Greensboro, 
N. C., September, 21, 
| 1913, che. is thésson 
of Prof. and Mrs. 
Fred Wahlers. 
Concordia College, 
St. Paul, where the 
father taught for 30 
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Fred E. Lietz 


Rev. Lorenz F. 
Wahlers 


PTR MISSION IN CHICAGO last February brought these 18 adults to St. Johay 
Church, Chicago, for confirmation in May. Five men and one woman — i 
After studying God's Word, five members of cl¥h 
gave up lodge membership. Revs. Henry Blanke and John Lutz say the ongo 
PTR Mission Committee helped bring three times the number of this class 
St. John’s next course of instruction for adults. 


He had also taught at Im- . 


years, was the son’s alma mater 
preparatory theological training. 
After graduation from the St. Low 
seminary, he was instructor at St. Joh | 
College, Winfield, Kans., and Conedf 
dia, Bronxville. t 
In 1943 he married Alice Solu 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Their daughter Margery Alice is 11, a’ 
son Lorenz Roy, 8. 

Professor Wahlers succeeds Rev. 
L. Janke, Sr., who returned to ti 
parish ministry. Rev. E. A. Sommer! 
the Board’s executive secretary. 

REV. O. ARNOLD SOELDNER, 3 
joined the Stewardship Department 4 
Synod as associate counselor on Se 
tember 1. 7 | 

In the ministry he served St. Paull 
and Saint Timo 
Churches in Co | 
Bluffs, . Iowa, af 
Mount Olive in D, 
Moines. | | 

Also a graduate qi 
Concordia, St. Pati 
and the St. Loui 
seminary (1945), Bi 

a headed the Iowa Dish 
Rev. O. Arnold trict West’s Depart 

Soeldner ment of Public } 

lations, 1949—S53. 

Born August 20, 1920, at Rutl 
Township, Minn., Pastor Soeldner | 
his wife, the former Helen Spr 
have two daughters: Kathryn, 11,4 
Jean, 9. 

Pastor Soeldner will concentrate 
missionary education of young pec 
and adults throughout the church 

Dr. John E. Herrmann is Syn 
Stewardship Counselor, and Rev. B 
Muhly, associate counselor. 


(| 
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ther Leagu 
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dre than 2,000 youthful Lutherans 
ibled on the Oklahoma State Uni- 
y campus in Stillwater for the 
1er League’s 65th annual interna- 
convention, August 11—15. Some 
= delegates came from as far away 
ong Kong, China. Leaguers who 
led over 2,500 miles to attend the 
sntion were not an exception. 
ginning with the opening-rally 
-e on Sunday, when Rev. William 
illmer, mission executive of Synod, 
| upon the delegates to “be the 
+h away from church,” and ending 
a Communion service on Thurs- 
when 1,985 received the Lord’s 
2r, the convention devoted itself 
ie work of the church. “Thine 
jer,” the convention motto, un- 
d in the matins, vespers, Bible 
, and discussion sessions. 


e regular convention features were 
persed with special events. “Thine 
yer” in pageant form dramatized 
Irder of the Holy Communion. 
en, produced, and directed by 
Robert H. Clausen, this presenta- 
of the liturgy enthralled 3,500 
rs in Gallagher Hall. 


SOELDNER 


uers welcomed over- 
visitors (1. to r.): Eivind 
ss, Norway, Helmut 
zann, Germany, and 
Graetz, Australia, who 
hown with a newspaper 
‘ter. The young men 
guests of the Walther 
ue prior to attending 
F Assembly. 


s 
Ss “rt antinn ar » Ty | 
LOnNVention at Sth 


$225,000 


The convention adopted a “New 
Dimensions” project, which calls for 
the gathering next year through 1959 
of a $225,000 thankoffering in connec- 
tion with the League’s 65th anniversary. 
The project also aims to double in the 
next five years the League’s present 
100,000 membership. 


Elections 


Re-elected to his third term as presi- 
dent was Carl Heldt, Evansville, Ind. 
Treasurer Melvin Piepenbrink and exec- 
utive board members Jack Behnken, 
Northeast, Pa., and Rev. Edgar J. Mun- 
dinger, University City, Mo., were also 
returned to office. The delegates chose 
a new executive board member, William 
Sornborger, Venice, Calif., and two sec- 
retaries: Carline Dittmer, Little Rock, 
Ark., and Emma Eckert, Winnipeg, 
Man., Can. 

They Studied 


Campus authorities noted with grat- 
ification that the Leaguers not only 
took part in business sessions but also 
assiduously attended study sessions. 


i? A Wo aga tag 


Sample counts showed that more than 
1,900 delegates were present for the 
study sessions in the various campus 
classrooms. Absentees were excused 
because of official convention duties. 
The daily matins and vespers attracted 
attendances ranging from 2,400 to 
3,300. 
They Were Counseled 


The average age of the Leaguers who 
convened in Stillwater was 1742. A 70- 
member counseling staff, organized un- 
der the chairmanship of Rev. Carl E. 
Lutze, Tulsa, and Rev. William E. 
Goerss, Maplewood, Mo., served as 
fathers and mothers to the 2,114 well- 
behaved Leaguers. 


Future Conventions 


The campus setting appears to achieve 
the Walther League’s aim to make the 
annual convention a meaningful expe- 
rience in the life of a young Christian. 

Next year the convention meets at 
Miami University, Oxford, Ohio. In 
1959 the Leaguers will journey to Mich- 
igan State University, East Lansing, 


Mich: A.P.K. 


OSBORN 
Scene from the convention 
pageant 


SOELDNER 
Daily matins attracted 


thousands 


THE FAMILY COUNCIL 


What Baptism Involves 


“Pastor Martin, I'd like to have my 
baby baptized,” Mrs. Frank says over 
the phone. 

The pastor hesitates. Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank are not members of his con- 
gregation. Do they know the profound 
meaning of Baptism? Do they realize 
that parents are to carry through with 
a program of Christian training? 

“TIl be glad to discuss it with you,” 
Pastor Martin replies. 

Mrs. Frank doesn’t understand why 
a simple thing like Baptism must be 
“discussed,” but she invites Pastor Mar- 
tin to call on her and Mr. Frank. 

Suddenly it occurs to the pastor, after 
visiting the couple, that many people 
may fail to grasp the significance of 
Baptism. They don’t understand that 
the Sacrament involves parents and the 
church as well as children. 

Some of his own church members, 
he knows, look upon Baptism as a sen- 
timental rite which brings together the 
family clan. The pastor resolves to 
explain to his people what Baptism 
involves. 

The opportunity comes at a con- 
gregational family night. “I want to 
talk to you tonight about Baptism,” 
he begins. 

“The Baptism of a child is related 
to the obligation of parents and of the 
church. Our Lord said, ‘Make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them.’ Then 


‘Jesus added, “Teaching them to observe 


all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you.’ The family and the 
church have obligations here.” 

A hand goes up; “Pastor, how are 
parents involved in the Baptism of their 
children?” 

Parents not only bring life into the 
world, he explains, but they are to care 
for a child’s development in mind and 
body. Christian parents have an. even 
more important responsibility: to pro- 
vide for their children’s spiritual devel- 
opment. 

“In Baptism,” he continues, “children 
are born again by water and the Spirit. 
They become members of the church. 
This church is to function first of all 
in the home. Parents, older brothers, 
and sisters have a priestly function to 
perform. Quite unconsciously, the child 
grows spiritually through identification 
and imitation and the home’s Christian 
atmosphere. 


20 


“In some churches, parents assume 
their Christian teaching function at the 
Baptism of their children. The parents 
stand with the sponsors and confess the 
Christian faith. At the conclusion of 
the baptismal rite one pastor says to 
the parents: ‘Go then in the strength 
which God supplies, and fulfill your 
mission, bringing up your child in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.’ ” 

A listener asks, “How does Baptism 
involve the congregation?” 

Pastor Martin explains that by Bap- 
tism the child is made a member of 
the body of Christ and becomes a mem- 
ber of the Christian congregation, which 
is obligated to teach the child all things 
Christ commanded. 

“The words of our baptismal form, 
‘Wherefore I beseech you to intercede 
for this child, to bring him to the Lord 
Jesus,’ are addressed also to the con- 
gregation. The whole congregation joins 
the parents in carrying out the task of 
Christian nurture,” he emphasizes. 

“In a very real sense the congregation 
sponsors the child and promises to pre- 
pare it for public confirmation and to 
provide for the enrichme rt and devel- 
opment of faith during youth and adult- 
hood.” 


Many congregations are not doing - 


this effectively, he points out. From 
1943 to 1956 our churches confirmed 
57,490 children fewer than our pastors 
baptized during the 14 years from 1930 
to 1943! 

“It’s time our congregations did some 
soul-accounting!” he adds. 

One of the elders comments: “I know 
of a congregation where an elder stands 
with the parents and the sponsors. In 
answer to a specific question the elder 
declares the congregation’s readiness to 
assist the parents in their child’s Chris- 
tian education.” 

A member of the board of education 
observes that the congregation must 
help parents to teach. Our Synod has 
excellent materials for parents, he says. 
In fact, Synod has an entire parent- 
education program. 

Pastor Martin closes the discussion 
with an appeal: “Let’s help one an- 
other rediscover the teaching function 
of the Christian home and the Christian 
poe Harry G. COINER 
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Baptism and School#i 


What Christian principles comp 
to erect Christian day schools? 

What are Christian day sch 
They are an educational extensic 
Christian homes or families as at 
ademic institution, founded and 
erned by Christian rules or prince 

The reason we erect Christian} 
schools lies, in my opinion, jn the 
rament of Baptism. Our infant: 
baptized in the name of God the Fa} 
Son, and Holy Ghost. When chill] | 
receive the Sacrament, God be 
“a good work,” which He “will peri 
until the Day of Jesus Christ.” 

He tells us to teach children to} 
serve all things whatsoever He 
manded. The work of the Triune 
must determine the whole trainin 
the home, church, and school. 

“Repent and be baptized, every 
of you, in the name of Jesus Cit 
for the remission of sins, and ye s 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, § 
the promise is unto you and to 
children,” says St. Peter. 

We promise God in the Baptisnq 
our children that we will bring t 
up in the nurture and admonition) 
the Lord. 

We must keep our promise! 

Luther says: “I would not send 
child to a school where the Word# 
God is not taught.” 1 

Hour-a-week religious instructioni 


Christian day schools for Christ§ 
education is, I hold, given us in 
Baptism of our children. Thank € 
for our Christian day schools, 
schools, and colleges from coast 
coast. Support them with gladness! | 


J. R. BERNTHAL 
South Milwaukee, Wis. 


Living Waters 


There is a quiet stream 
With waters fresh and clear. 
Above the world's confusion 
Its flowing you can hear. 


Just step aside, stand still, 
And look, and you will see 

And hear that running stream 
At work for you and me. 


Its waters of God’s grace 
From Holy Scriptures flow. 

They show the way to heaven 
As on and on they go. 


It’s running through the world, 
That stream of life and love. 
It bids: “Come, follow Me! 
I lead to realms above.” 


God's urgent call to come 
To Him for peace and rest, — 
Soon, soon, will cease to flow 
Do come! You will be blest 


PAUL C. STREU 
Aurora, III. 


st Filipino Named 
nila Biblehouse Head 


ev. Angel B. Taglucop of Manila 
named first Filipino general secre- 
of the Philippine Biblehouse at 
ila, an agency of the American 
> Society. His appointment is the 
step in the nationalization of the 
ty’s Operations on the islands. 

S predecessor was an American 
onary. 

r. Taglucop came to the Philip- 
Biblehouse in January 1956. 

1¢ ABS has operated in the Phil- 
es since 1898. Biblehouse now 
s the complete Bible in these Phil- 
e languages: Tagalog, Ilocano, Bi- 
10, Cebuano, and Samareno. 

le society’s equipment and _ build- 
were destroyed in World War II. 
- plates had been shipped to Amer- 
These plates are being revised 
when completed, will be returned 
fanila for use by Biblehouse after 
establishes its printing plant. 


OKI 


Child and You. Parent Guidance 
series No. 1. 33 pages. 30 cents. 


ht studies on major aspects of rear- 
Christian family are written by eight 
tian educators. Chapters on _ basic 
of children, building attitudes, en- 
y the home in education, and fos- 

spiritual growth deal with the 
tion in the family. Specific problems 
le discipline, adolescence, mental 
1, and sex education. No chapter 
laustive, but each indicates the direc- 
f proper Christian action and suggests 
for further examination. 


ng Home Life Christian. Parent Guid- 
ince Series No. 2. 42 pages. 30 cents. 


pics based on the Christian Family 
ard and written by Christian educa- 
and parents, characterize the well- 
ated Christian family. Helps eval- 
the home for improvement. Usable 
> on how to better family relation- 
Key word is “together.” The family 
3, plays, worships, and grows together 
itual love and forgiveness. 


iness Is Homemade. By A. J. Buelt- 
nann. Parent Guidance Series No. 3. 
12 pages. 30 cents. 

ne problems of family living are con- 
d for the goal of happy family living, 
hristian way to promote contentment 
e home. Parental example, formal 
tian education, interest in mission 
and using the Bible are stressed. One 
er speaks practicaliy or television in 
ome with small children. 


Agers Need Parents. By A. J. Buelt- 

nann.- Parent Guidance Series No. 4. 

16 pages. 30 cents. 

> author sympathetically treats the 

cally and socially emerging adolescent 

onsistently pleads for parents’ under- 
g and guidance. 
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Guiding the Young Child. By Ellen K. 
Jagow. Parent Guidance Series No. 5. 
44 pages. 30 cents. 


Problems of the preschool child and his 
relationship to the family are well outlined, 
with a fairly complete coverage of things 
a Christian parent needs to know for rear- 
ing a happy, well-disciplined family. 


Parents Are Teachers. Parent Guidance 
Series No. 6. 56 pages. 60 cents. 


Thirteen Scripturally based studies on 
the role of parents as teachers in the home 
are designed for group Bible study. Con- 
tent is sufficient to help the parent evaluate 
and better his relationship to his children. 
Role of father and mother, respective use 
of Gospel and Law in child training, and 
ways to make worship meaningful to the 
child are well presented. 


These Parent Guidance Series booklets, 
produced annually by the Family Life 
Committee of the Board for Parish Ed- 
ucation of The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod, are published by Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Designed 
both for group discussion and for private 
reading, these topics have been chosen in 
consultation with the National Lutheran 
Parent-Teacher League. Bibliographies are 
helpful in guiding the further study of the 
parent. Good material to recommend for 
growth in Christian family life, these book- 
lets show ways to increase God’s influence 


in the home. ROBERT J. HOYER 


The Psalms for Today. By Thomas Coates. 
Concordia Publishing House. 116 
pages. $2.00. 

“Devotional writing must take pains. It 
cannot be vagrant, slapdash. The best is 
none too good, in straight-forward lan- 
guage, fitting phrase, apt figure, when 
words should bring God and man together. 
In this volume Doctor Coates serves his 
readers with these hallmarks of devotional 
writing,” R. R. Caemmerer writes in the 
Foreword to the book. These 58 medita- 
tions will be read and reread “earnestly, 
prayerfully, and joyfully.” 


(Deidls 


See District Editions 
for more complete obituaries 


EpGar A. ABRAHAM, March 18, 1909, 
Crystal Lake, Ill., to July 9, Leavenworth, 
Kans.; son of Alfred and Elizabeth Fick- 
enscher Abraham; graduated Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest, 1929; 
schools: Niles, Brookfield, Glenview, IIl.; 
and Leavenworth, Kans. Survivors: Lo- 
rene Grotheer Abraham; sons Victor, 
John; daughters Judith and Eunice. Fu- 
neral: July 12, Leavenworth; interment, 
Concordia Cemetery, River Forest, IIl. 


JOHANNES E. ANDREAE, Oct. 17, 1867, 
Westphalia, Germany, to July 27, 1957, 
Pasadena, Calif., son of Rev. Karl and 
Luise Gillmeister Andreae; graduated Uni- 
versity of Berlin, 1890; entered Synod’s 
ministry, 1903; parishes: New _ Braun- 
schweig, Ill.; Flora, Mo.; Estherville and 
Spirit Lake, Iowa; Koenigsberg, Germany; 
and Giese, Minn., 1925—26, when he re- 
tired. Survivors: Martha Hielscher An- 
dreae; sons J. Valentinus and Stephan; 
daughters Maria von Huene, Elisabeth von 
Wetter, and Martha Rodekohr. Funeral: 
July 29, Alhambra, Calif. 


(453) 


FREDERICK W. BuBLITz, Nov. 3, 1883, 
Town Herman, Wis., to July 26, 1957, 
Mount Clemens, Mich.; son of Frederick 
and Minnie Goetsch Bublitz; graduated 
St. Louis seminary, 1908; itinerant mis- 
sionary in Texas, 1908—12; parishes: 
Lapeer, Mich.; and New Haven, Mich., 
1915—53, when he retired. Survivors: 
May Bublitz; son Frederick W., Jr.; daugh- 
ters Marie Canchola, Agatha Hoven, 
Juanita Ahus, and Gloria Mitchem; step- 
sons: William and Frederick Walter. 
Funeral, July 31, New Haven; interment, 
Mount Hope, Lapeer, Mich. 


WALTER F. FEDDERSEN, May 6, 1890, 
New Berlin, Lll., to July 14, 1957, Sollit, 
Ill.; son of Rev. Matthew and Anna Ahrens 
Feddersen; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1914; parishes: Zap, N. Dak.; Tracy, Ind.; 
Sollit, Tl, since 1938. Survivors: Edna 
Drewes Feddersen; sons Gilbert and 
Walter; daughters Alma Wieggel, Ad- 
eline Kraning, and Lucille Selk. Funeral: 
July 17, Sollit, Ill.; interment, Zion Cem- 
etery. 


GERHARD HUEBNER, Nov. 29, 1878, Ger- 
many, to July 18, 1957, Steger, Ill.; son 
of Rey. William and Louise Brauer Hueb- 
ner; graduated St. Louis seminary, 1901; 
missionary in East India, 1909—20; par- 
ishes: Hill City, Minn.; Shawano, Wis.; 
and Ash Grove, near Onarga, Il. Sur- 
vivors: Frieda Mathes Huebner; son Fred; 
daughters Charlotte Lange, Helen Schned- 
ler, and Louise. Funeral: July 22, Chicago 
Heights, Ill. 


Otto R. MAssMANN, Dec. 20, 1866, 
Chicago, IIl., to July 14, 1957, Libertyville, 
Ill; son of August and Sophia Mohus 
Massmann; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1890; parishes: Three Rivers, Fabius, and 
Centerville, Mich.; Lombard, IIl., 1893 to 
1918; Dudleytown, Ind., 1918—32, when 
he retired. Funeral: July 17, Libertyville; 
interment, St. Matthew’s Cemetery (Fair- 
field), Lake Zurich, Ill. 


FERDINAND J. OETJEN, Feb. 14, 1876, 
Monticello, Iowa, to June 12, 1957, Wau- 
toma, Wis.; son of Rev. John and 
Augusta Bormann Oetjen; graduated 
Springfield seminary, 1899; parishes: Elk 
Creek and Cordova, Nebr.; Blue Earth 
and Rosemount, Minn.; Oskaloosa, Iowa; 
and Zion, near Jefferson City, Mo. Sur- 
vivors: Sophia Seidlitz Oetjen; sons Walter, 
Victor, and Arlo; daughter Viola Otto. 
Funeral: June 15, Wautoma; interment, 
Wautoma Cemetery. 


JOHN W. RoBINsSON, Sept. 5, 1897, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., to June 25, 1957, Duluth, 
Kans.; son of John and Anne Herpich 
Robinson; graduated River Forest teach- 
ers college, 1919; schools: Salem, Oreg.; 
Wilbert, Minn., 1921—46; Bremen, and 
Duluth, Kans. Survivors: Sophia Sylwester 
Robinson; sons Wilbert, James, and Lu- 
ther; daughters Lois, Gladys, Grace, Ellen, 
and Wanda. Funeral: June 28, Duluth; 
interment, Wilbert. 


‘Huco F. SCHUMACHER, Feb. 4, 1896, 
Herington, Kans., to July 16, 1957, Hoyle- 
ton, Ill.; son of Richard and Anna Krause 
Schumacher; graduated Seward teachers 
college, 1916; schools: Austin, Tex.; Del- 
mont, S. Dak.; St. Louis, Mo.; New Min- 
den, Ill., 1924—-53, when he became an 
employee of Concordia Publishing House. 
Survivors: Vera Sieving Schumacher; 
daughters Eleanor Klein and _ Harriet. 
Funeral: July 19, New Minden; interment, 
St. John’s Cemetery, New Minden. 
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Ordinations and Installations 


Ordained: CANDIDATES 


Bosch, Floyd M., St. John, Lincoln, Kans., as 
pastor for the Evy. Lutheran Church of Eng- 
land, by Frank Schaefer, July 28. 

Harnapp, Harlan, Trinity, Arapahoe, Nebr., by 
Joseph Gerken, July 21. 

Krueger, Arthur C., St. John, Rogers City, 
Mich., by Louis IN Linn, July 28. 

Moeller, Theodore C., Jr., Pilgrim, Indianap- 


olis, Ind., by Theodore C. Moeller, Sr., 
July 28. 
Newton, Jerome K., Emmaus, Milwaukee, 


Wis., by Victor M. Selle, July 28. 

Schulz, John P., First Lutheran, Birmingham, 
Ala., by Hans Reuter, July 28. 

Thrun, Carl F., Our Savior, Detroit, Mich., 
by E. H. Buchheimer, July 21. 


Ordained and Installed: 


Abel, Walter, Trinity, Elkhart, Ind., as mis- 
sionary in Stockbridge, Mass., by Lawrence 
C. Hoeppner, July 21. 

Allan, Kenneth, Grace, Niagara Falls, N. Y., 
as missionary in Bordentown, N.J., by 
L. E. Herfurth, July 28. 

Bangert, Martin W., St. Matthew, Deerbrook, 
July ote ands St. Luke, Elcho, Wis., July 28, 


by J. 
Bell. Charles: “st. Peter, Hannover, N. Dak., 
by G. H. Fiechtner, July 21. 


Berg, Ronald, Our Savior, Delano, Calif., by 
Theodore E. Hoelter, July 14. 

Biegner, Paul, Immanuel and Zion, Sebeka, 
and Nimrod Lutheran Church, Minn., by 
A. J. Kretzschmar, Aug. 4. 

Bischoff, William H., Faith, Sebring, Fla., by 
Pres. F. W. Lorberg, July 21. 

Bottlinger, Wayne C., Grace and Peace 
(Deaf), Memphis, Tenn., by Everett G. 
Grese, July 21. 

Brandmire, Wayne N., Faith, East Wenatchee, 
Wash., by Richard A. Tschirley, July 28. 

Discher, Norman E., eri Blair, Nebr., by 
Theodore J. Vogel, Aug. 4 

Dishop, James L., Grace, Naples, Fla., by Eu- 
gene F. Helms, July 21. 

Dorow, Robert, St. Peter, New Hamburg, and 
St. John, Baden, Ont., by Walter E. Heinze, 
July 28. 

Fischer, Arnold, Trinity, Plentywood, Mont., 
by Henry E. Meyer; Redeemer, Crosby, and 
Zion, Fortuna, N. Dak., by M. J. Haerther, 
July 21. 

Goeglein, Mack, St. Paul, Stratford, and Saint 
John, Hanson Twp., S.Dak., by Edgar H. 
Streufert, July 28. 


Greve, Edgar, Grace, Carrington, and Em- 
manuel, New Rockford, N.Dak., by J. F. 
Bollmann, July 21. 

Halboth, Victor F., Jr., as asst. pastor at 


Grace, Detroit, Mich., by Victor F. Hal- 


both, Sr., July 28. 
Herring, Melvin G., Trinity, Medford, and 
Chelsea, Wis., by Ferd. H. Sprengler, Aug. 4. 


Hilsabeck, Howard, Concordia, Greenwood, 
Ind., by W. C. Birkner, July 14. 
Howen, Russell, Trinity, Morrill, Nebr., by 


A. H. Guettler, July 21. 
Huber, John, Christ, Jackson, Miss., by Pres. 
Paul W. Streufert, Aug. 4. 
Johnson, Richard E., Immanuel, West Sacra- 
mento, Calif., by E. H. Holsten, July 28. 
Kaczor, Kermit, St. Paul, Beach, N. Dak., by 
G. H. Fiechtner, July 28. 
Henry, Jr., St. Luke, Elizabeth, 
missionary in Setauket-Stony 
N. Y., by Henry Koepchen, 


cJ., as 
Brook, L.I., 
Sr., July 28. 

Lubkeman, August, Trinity, Bloomington, I11., 
by Herman A. Etzold, July 28. 

Mader, Myron, St. John, Ocala, Fla., by Pres. 
F. W. Lorberg, July 28. 

Olson, Robert W., St. John, Meriden, Conn., as 
missionary in Windsor Locks, Conn., by 
H. A. Wismar, Aug. 4. 

Oswald, Wallace C., Mount Calvary, Eagle 
Grove, Iowa, by Arthur H. Oswald, July 28. 

Pankow, David, Grace, Correctionville, and 
Pilgrim, Quimby, Iowa, by Reuben W. 
Meyer, Aug. 4. 

Pera, Victor H., St. Martin, Piper, Kans., by 
August Pera, July 28. 

Petrowsky, Arthur, Bethany, Warroad, and 
Bethlehem, Baudette, Minn., by Victor M. 

Christ and Immanuel, 


Roth, July 28. 

Ritter, Walter, Mac- 
Nutt, Sask., by C. R. Baron, July 28. 

Roten, William E., St. Paul, Chambers, Nebr., 
by Carl E. Pullmann, July 21. 

Rusch, Lowell H., as asst. pastor, Zion, Bay 
City, Mich., by H. F. Zehnder, Aug. 4 

Stoeppelwerth, Henry, Lutheran Church of 
Prayer, Bakersfield, Calif., by Theodore E. 
Hoelter, July 14. 

Strand, Ahlert J. C., Peace, Sweetwater, Tex., 
by G. W. Heinemeier, July 28. 
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Streufert, Kenneth, Redeemer, West Lafayette, 
Ind., by Herbert Petrich, July 28 

Studtmann, Arnold, Zion, Owensville, Mo., 
by John Ricker, July 28. 

Urban, Otto, Mount Olive, Sebastopol, Calif., 
by Harry F. Miller, July at bs 
Installed: PAstOks 

Bartels, Harry K., St. John, Ashippun, Wis., 
by H. W. Schroeter, July 28. 

Behrmann, Norman P., Redeemer, Wichita, 
Kans., by Robert E. Meier, July 21. 

Carlson, Hans Otto, Concordia and Trinity, 
Beulah, N. Dak., by G. H. Fiechtner, July 21. 

Dederer, ‘Henry, St. Andrew, Stockton, Calif., 
by Arthur Brohm, Jr., July 28. 

Fischer, William E., St. Paul, Ames, lowa, by 
M. L. Dake, Aug. 4. 

Gerike, Victor F., Faith, Sioux Falls, S. Dak., 
by Carl Paul, July 21. 

Guettler, Ronald H., Faith, Grand Blanc, and 
St. Mark, Richfield (Flint), Mich., by Hugo 
Ferber, July 21. 

Juergensen, Carl F., Immanuel, Norton, Kans., 
by Edwin W. Licht, May 12. 

Klitzing, Leonard, Zion, Stillwater, Okla., by 
Philip Lochhaas, July 21. 

Kraft, Philip, First St. Matthew, Hanover, 
Ont., by Herbert J. Kritsch, July 28. 

Larson, Hugo, Grace, Klickitat, Wash., by 
Paul M. Schmidt, July 28. 

Lazarz, Edward A., Immanuel, 
and St. John, Roselle, IIl., 
July 28. 

Lieder, Walter F., Zion, Danvers, IIl., by 
Ernest Glock, July 24. 

Markgraf, Orville H., Grace, Moses Lake, 
Wash., by Arthur H. Grabow, July 21. 

Mehl, Clemens, Peace, Kansas City, Mo., by 
W. L. Westermann, July 21. 

Mueller, Ernst H. R., Zion, Lincoln, Mo., by 
Oscar J. Heimsoth, Aug. 4. 

Riedel, Ernest G., St. John, Idaho Falls, Idaho, 
by Victor A. Schulze, July 21. 

Rische, Martin F., Bethlehem, Annandale, 
Minn., by W. C. ‘Barlau, July 28. 

Stolp, Armin, Hope, Westcliffe, Colo., by E. J. 
Riske, July 28. 

Thrun, Carl F., Trinity, Bessemer, Mich., by 
E. W. Feldscher, Aug. 4. 

Zeile, Erhard A., St. Paul, Mount Prospect, 
Tll., by W. C. Koester, July 28. 


Installed: oo 


Barlau, Cand. Martin, Christ, Norfolk, Nebr., 
by Albert T. Bostelmann, July 28. 

Barnes, Cand. James F., Prince of Peace, 
Fremont, Calif., by Melvin Bitter, July 21. 

Carlson, Cand. Jerome, St. Peter, Elk Creek, 
Nebr., by John Heins, July 28. 


Ontarioville, 
by Albert Lorenz, 


Fischer, Cand. Hubert E., Hope, St. Louis, 
Mo., by E. L. Roschke, Aug. 4. 
Goetter, William, Trinity, Kalispell, Mont., 


by Allen Schuldheiss, June 16, 

Hellbusch, Cand. Vern, St. Paul, Stover, Mo., 
by Joel C. Schedler, July 28. 

Kaste, Ronald E., St. John, Port Hope, Mich., 
by E. J. Sander, Aug. 4. 


Koch, Cand. Clarence W., Lake Park, Racine, © 


Wis., by M. W. Albrecht, July 28. 

Kurth, Lyle J., St. Paul, Williamsburg, Iowa, 
by Robert F. Jaeger, Aug. 4. 

Laesch, Charles B., Ebenezer, Milwaukee, 
Wis., by C. W. Stradtman, July 14. 

Matzke, Cand. Frederick, Bethesda Lutheran 
Home, Watertown, Wis., by C. F. Golisch, 
Aug. 4. 

Ohlmann, Karl J., St. Mark, Sunnyvale. Calif., 
by Robert M. Visser, July 2 

Rittmueller, Walter, Bethlehem, Roseville, 
Mich., by Forest F. Friese, July 14. 

Rohloff, Loren, First Lutheran, Lexington, 
Nebr., by L. H. Boehm, July 28. 

Rotermund, Erich W. O., St.John, Beards- 
town, Ill., by H. W. Tepker, Aug. 4. 

Schultz, LeRoy, Immanuel First, West Covina, 
Calif., by W. H. Tensmeyer, June 30. 

Sternberg, Myron, Immanuel, Redondo Beach, 
Calif., by A. L. T. Schuetz, July 21. . 

Woldt, Howard R., St. Peter, Milwaukee, Wis., 
by Walter M. Gauger, July 28. 


Official Notice 


Rev. Werner Juergens has been appointed 
Visitor of the West Cleveland Circuit to suc- 
ceed Rev. Richard P. Meibohm, who has 
transferred to another District. — Orromar 
KrueEcER, President, Central District. 


Election Results 


The Board of Electors of St. John’s Col- 
lege, Winfield, Kans., meeting on August 13, 
1957, elected Otto L. Brenner to the position 
of associate professor in education arid Eng- 
lish and Everette W. Meier to the position 
of associate professor in German. — LEo 
FENSKE, Secretary. 


Notice 


Send names of Lutherans moving to Rose- 
burg, Winston-Dillard, Myrtle Creek, Tri-city, 
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Canyonville, and Riddle, Oreg., to Rev. 
SYLWESTER, 824 W. Military, Roseburg, | 
| 


Wanted 


Communion ware. Small mission cé 
gation will pay transportation costs and 
if necessary. Rev. James Buckman, 353 
dale, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Bannon, Robert, 723 Crystal Dr., 
Mount Lebanon, Pittsburgh 34, Pa. 
Bielefeldt, Walter F., 1209 Blackberry, 

Pasadena, Tex. 
Costello, John, 14351 Huron Ave., 
Westminster, Calif. 
Dierking, Walter, Cole Camp, Mo. 
Falkenroth, Fred W., em., 
2916 N. Park Ave., Indianapolis 5, 
preven Edgar, Box 582, New Rockford 
N 


Gio ‘Ronald H., 3517 Kearsley Lak 
Flint 6, Mich. 

Johnson, Wm. A., 2119 N. Marrs, 
Amarillo, Tex. 

Kaczor, Kermit, Beach, N. Dak. 

Keller, Martin, 508 W. Tenth, Morris, 

Krueger, Walter R., Box 155, Spencer, 

Ludwig, Garth D., 7200 Castor Ave., 
Philadelphia 49, Pa. 

Michel, Ronald, 140 E. 46th St., 
Hialeah, Fla. 

Riedel, Ernest G., 281 E. 7th St., 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 

Royer, Wm. M., 810 W. Pleasant St., 
Knoxville, lowa 

Schrader, Carl W., 1257 Seventh, N., 
Fargo, N. Dak. 

Streufert, Waldemar B., 1100 Linnema: 
Mount Prospect, Ill. 

Urban, Otto H., 796 Murphy St., 
Sebastopol, Calif. } 

Wahlers, Lorenz F., 7024 Forsyth, Apt. 
St. Louis 5, Mo. ; 

Wuebben, James P., 773 Birch, 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Teachers: 


Bliese, Richard C., 35869 Sherborne D 

Mount Clemens, Mich. 

Cloeter, Martin R., 2201 W. Roosevelt 

Milwaukee 9, Wis. 

Dorn, Robert A., 1314 N. Karlov, 

Chicago 51, Ill. 

Fiebig, Elmer F., 2418 Barnhart, 

Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Freudenberg, Allen, 542 W. 12th, 

Escondido, Calif. 

Grauer, Albert W., cand., 

618 E. Whitaker Mill Rd., Raleigh, 
Groenke, John, R. 3, Red Wing, Minn. 
Kenow, Harold R., 20825 Middlebelt, 

Farmington, Mich. 
Kirchhoff, William J., 

St. Louis 23, Mo. 


Krecklow, Donald L., R. 1, Preston, Kans' 


Lietz, Fred E. Home: 10015 Coventry Li 
St. Louis 23, Mo. Office: 210 N. Bre 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Peper, Victor C., 1027 S. 10th, Maywood, § 


Peter, Carroll E., 1280 St. Anthony, 
St. Paul 4, Minn. 

Radke, Merle L., 2410 N. 75th Ave., 
Elmwood Park, Ill 


Cleveland 29, Ohio 


: 

4 a | 
Roush, Donald L., 6371 Stanbury Dr., } 
; 


Schabel, Rodney T., 20 Dunford St., 
South Huntington, N. Y. 

Tetting, William H., 919 S. 17th St., 
Sheboygan, Wis. 


Trautsch, Harold H., 5690 N. Canfield AW 


Chicago 31, Ill. 

Warnke, George L., em., 
7820 S. Kilpatrick Ave., Chicago 29, 

Wentzel, Herman K., 8711 Glenwood Dr.. 
St. Louis 23, Mo. 

Winter, Ernest A., 18680 Winston, 
Detroit 19, Mich. 

Zabel, William R.. 202 W. Fifth St., 
Washington, Mo. 

Zimmer, Robert J., 3702 Longfellow, 
Hyattsville, Md. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica 
tion in the LuTHERAN WITNEss, boo 
for review, and general correspondenr 
should be addressed to the J 
Office, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. 

18, Mo 


Reports of ordinations, installation 
dedications, anniversaries, and chang 
of address of pastors and _ teache 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureat 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broz 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


fly Told 

he U. of Michigan’s football 
_ Dick Hill, confirmed by campus 
- Alfred Scheips last year, was 
1 the most valuable player by his 
ammates and “made practically 
ody’s All-America.” 


4 woman who asked that her 
be withheld presented $500 to 
Lutheran Church, Seguin, Tex., 
‘autification of the chancel. The 
is not a Missouri Synod Lu- 
, Rev. Andrew Simcak, Jr., pas- 
the congregation, reports. 


ome 40,500 pupils are now en- 
in 227 Hebrew parochial schools 
1 in 26 states, the Rabbinical 
il of America reports at its an- 
onvention in Fallsburg, N.Y. The 
S operate on a yearly budget of 
10,000, states Dr. Joseph Kam- 
y, New York, executive director 
> National Society for Hebrew 
chools. There were only 17 such 
s in the United States in 1935, 
i. 


isapproving of the term “old- 
ned Gospel,” Rev. Kenneth Cope- 
Methodist minister from Fayette- 
\rk., told a San Antonio audience: 
Gospel does not belong to the 
f the surrey with the fringe on 
t served that day, but the Gospel 
much at home in a B-52 as it 
1 the surrey with the fringe on 


On May 24 I confirmed a Moslem 
t,” writes Rev. Edgar Brammer 
va State Teachers College. 


he first all-Negro Gamma Delta 
r will be installed this year with 
resentation of a charter to the 
ran contingent at Tuskegee In- 

The group’s adviser is David 
ichs, campus pastor at Alabama 
chnic Institute. 


1 the near future, missionary work 
province of Pangasinan, Philip- 
whose population is more than 
000, will get a ‘shot in the arm’ 
+h Lutheran Hour broadcasts. 
will be in the Ilocano language, 
1 by the 6,000,000 people of 
mm Luzon. Pangasinan’s only 
‘station will broadcast the pro- 
The plan is to have us preach 
essage. It is for this reason that 
e rushing the translation of the 
ran Hour Correspondence Course. 
; province alone close to 250 are 
nrolled in the course in English,” 
_ Missionary Alvaro A. Carino 
andon, Ilocos Sur, the Philip- 
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Letters 


“Study and Compare” 


We have been wondering why it is that 
some of our Lutheran people seem to 
believe that one religion is as good as the 
other. If we take a stand for our faith, 
then we are assumed narrow-minded and 
self-righteous. 

Certainly others besides Lutherans will 
be in heaven, since it is repentance of our 
sins and faith in Jesus Christ as our 
personal Savior that will get us there. So, 
although we feel that our Lutheran doc- 
trine is the purest and stands fast on the 
Word of God, we surely would not want 
to condemn all others — not by any 
means. However, we believe something 
ought to be said about some of the re- 
ligions which are becoming very popular 
now and do sound good to one not know- 
ing his Bible too well and which can and 
do mislead many. 

The one misleading religion in par- 
ticular that I am thinking about right now 
is the Unitarian faith (although the Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses and Church of the Latter 
Day Saints are doing more than their 
share of misleading souls also), and many 
of our own people cannot see where it is 
wrong. It is simply pitiful. We have been 
told that the Unitarian religion is such a 
beautiful one, that it is based on so much 
love and living Christlike lives — also that 
they do not criticize other religions as our 
church does. Of course, “sin” is never 
mentioned; so they would have no need 
for a Savior. 

If people would study some of these 
“other” religions carefully and compare 
them with Scripture, they would soon find 
out where the difference lies, but many 
would rather believe that as long as you 
have a religion, it will surely get you to 
heaven. Let us wake our people up be- 
fore it is too late. There is always this 
feeling of “offending,” but it is much 
better to take that chance than for a 
person to lose his soul. 


Whittier, Calif. M. N. 


Sabbath or Sunday? 


I was happy to read the excellent answer 
Prof. Otto E. Sohn gave in “What’s the 
Answer?” (July 30, p. 17) concerning the 
question of Sabbath or Sunday. Very cor- 
rectly he states, “There is now no Sabbath,” 
for, as he explains, the Sabbath belonged 
to the Old Testament Ceremonial Law, 
which was repealed or abolished at the 
death of Christ. 

Nowhere in the New Testament do we 
find any command to observe the Sabbath 
day. That is why Luther in his Catechism 
does not use the Old Testament form, but 
reworded the Third Commandment in the 
New Testament sense, “Thou shalt sanctify 
the holy day.” 

However, our Catechism as revised in 
1943 retains the Old Testament form of 
the Third Commandment (pp. 5 and 59), 
giving in parentheses the New Testament 
thought of the Commandment as expressed 
so ably by Luther. Then, in contradiction 
to this presentation of the Third Com- 
mandment, we find in the Catechism’s 
Dictionary of Terms the correct definition 
of the Sabbath: “the divinely ordained day 
of rest and worship for the people of 
Israel.” F 
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In the new Children’s Hymnal the ed- 
itors have gone a step farther, dropping 
the New Testament sense entirely and re- 
taining only the Old Testament wording as 
we have it in Exodus 20. (Cf. p. 58) 

Thanks to Professor Sohn, a clear-cut 
statement has been made on this vital doc- 
trine. His fine testimony will do much to 
clear up the confusion that has arisen on 
this point, not only on the part of our 
people, but also on the part of pastors. 

(REv.) G. R. KRETZMANN 

Chagrin Falls, Ohio 


One of Twenty 


The article “Detroit Housewife Helps 
Build a Church in Japan” touched me 
greatly. I do hope the Lord has some task 
for me and will guide and lead me to 
recognize the privilege when it comes. 

Am enclosing a check for a subscription 
to be sent to Herman Dani of Indonesia. 
I’m sure there will be others sending in 
the price of the subscription; so either ex- 
tend the subscription or send the WITNESS 
to somebody else who would like to re- 
ceive it. 


Illinois Hake 


Note: The periodical department of 
Concordia Publishing House has received 
20 subscriptions for Mr. Dani. Readers 
may send donations of this kind to the 
Board for Missions in Foreign Countries, 
210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Concordia Synod? 


In the July 16 WITNESS a reader sug- . 


gests a new name for The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod. 

“Lutheran Church — Concordia Synod” 
may be a solution to the problem. Con- 
cordia is universal, not indicating any 
particular state or states, to which at vari- 
ous times opposition was voiced. 

Most of our synodical institutions of 
learning, some churches, and our publish- 
ing house bear the name Concordia. With- 
in and without our church circles, when 
someone hears the word Concordia, it is 
known as a designation for our church. 

I object to periodic changes in names, 
but Concordia is outstanding as a spiritual 
landmark among us Christians. 

I am a retired pharmacist, having lived 
most of my life in St. Louis, Mo., and 
only recently moved to Maryland. 


Hyattsville, Md. JoHN OLDAKOWSKI 


“Summer Residents Pleased” 


We were all pleased to see an article 
about Mount Pisgah Lutheran Church 
appear in the August 13 WITNEssS (p. 2). 
We have received letters from various 
parts of the country from people we have 
not seen in years who saw the article 
and expressed their joy over our good 
fortune. 

Attendance at services has been very 
good. Many of our summer residents are 
pleased to be able to attend a Missouri 
Synod church. We would not be a bit 
surprised to find Missouri Synod couples 
retiring here in larger numbers as a result 


of the article. NorMa L. KLABUNDE 
Hendersonville, N.C. 
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If you are one of the 1,000,000 Luther- 
ans in the United States directly involved 
in the problem of labor and industry, 
you will profit from reading 


TON . 
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by John Daniel 


“The author demonstrates that the church has a definite 
place in the economic life of human society... . With un- 
derstanding and foresight, he focuses his attention upon the 
very pressing problems of leisure, welfare, old age, and pen- 
sions. .. . Church workers, students of religion, employers, 
and employees, as well as consumers, will find the practical 
applications of Biblical principles to labor and industry in- 
valuable. Religious workers who have not been initiated 
into the industrial problems of society and the responsibility 
of the church toward them will find this an extremely stimu- 
lating and useful book.” — Eternity. 


“Presented in a lucid and interesting style. ... In prob- 
lems that are not yet resolved, he does not make the mistake 
of pretending to know all the answers. The specialist can 
use the book to advantage. The layman can read it with 
comparative ease.” — Theodore J. Pretzlaff. 

“The author wrestles with such problems as stockpiles 
of food stuffs in a world of hungry people, supercorporations, 
and Christian stewardship. . . . Practical suggestions are 
given to guide Christian people in being part of the cure 
of a serious national ill.” —H. Harold Wells, Jr. 


220 pages, 54281. Cloth. Jacket. $3.00 
Order No. 15W1229 
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ORDER through your Church Office, 
Church Display, or write your name 
and address and send this whole page 
with your check or money order to: 
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